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Enter theATC First

By Lidia BAROYAN, H2 Economy
ATC Graduate - 2006

Finding a good job in the growing agribusiness sector of
Armenia is not an easy undertaking. However, the Agribusiness
Teaching Center graduates have two major advantages: knowl-
edge in accordance with international academic standards and

an experience of their application in internships and field trips.
While being an ATC student until recently, my experience of eight-
week internship programs has been with the Jermuk Group and
Dilijan Frolova companies. In addition, | have participated in many
short-term field trips to farms, agribusiness and other compa-
nies in different regions of Armenia. This allowed me to get a
good knowledge on many companies currently active in our coun-
try, carry out studies and analysis on products produced by them.
All this helped me get a better understanding about the general
situation in Armenia’s economy. The ATC made it possible for
me to participate in conferences, seminars, and other events
organized or sponsored by the USDA Armenian representation. |
had the privilege of presenting the ATC at educational exhibi-
tions.

| was in my last year of study at the ATC when Lusine
Mnatsakanyan, Director of the Armenian State Agrarian University’s
Career Placement and Counseling Center, sent me a vacancy
announcement in “H2 Economy” CJSC. | sent my resume imme-
diately and received an invitation to an interview. Guess who were
my main competitors. Yes, my fellow fifth year ATC students, which
means there was a rather tough competition.

| was lucky to win the competition and now | am the
Administrative Assistant at H2 Economy. My job responsibilities
include but are not limited to assisting the Director in preparing
employee manuals and/or contracts, preparing monthly and quar-
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terly financial and accounting reports, filling the purchase order,
bank transfer and/or cash withdrawal forms, conducting transla-
tions, assisting in making company’s monthly payments, as-
sisting in procurement and maintenance of office equipment and
many other functions as assigned. And | do all my assignments
successfully and timely like our instructors of the ATC have taught.

This article is an expression of gratitude to the ATC and the
Career Center for giving the knowledge and helping me find a
good job. As | stated above, for young specialists it is hard to get
a good job in the growing Armenian agribusiness sector. What
would be your first step to get an exciting job? Well, enter the ATC
first and enjoy studying there! O
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Back to the Ukraine

By Arthur GROGORYAN
Instructor of Prinsiples of Management

The first impression that comes when the airplane lands
in the Kyiv airport is that the Ukraine is a very friendly country. One
week passes, then the second one, but the opinion does not
change. The second impression is that everyone speaks Rus-
sian and there is no communication problem.

Everything started in December when the EERC (Econom-
ics Education and Research Consortium) and KSE (Kyiv School
of Economics) announced a competition for research papers to
present in the conference in Kyiv. An ATC graduate, Hayk
Ghazaryan, a current senior student, Maria Poghosyan and this
reporter were accepted to present the research papers. The sub-
ject of the conference was “The Economics of Transition: Evi-
dence from Ukraine and Surrounding Countries”. There were
more than a hundred guests from the post-Soviet countries, Eu-
rope and the US, who were also participating in panel discus-
sions after the individual presentations. | can evaluate the quality
of nearly all papers as very high, which included a lot of modeling
and many problem explorations. The conference in general was
excellently organized.

Many interesting and useful topics were discussed regard-
ing the future development perspectives of countries in the re-
gion, economics of a firm, corruption problems, strategy for de-
velopment of agriculture and many others.

Such conferences increase personal professionalism of
participants as well as improve their professional speaking and
communicating skills.

Upon our return, a Friday seminar was organized in the
ATC entitled “How to do an undergraduate research”. The goal
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was to provide students with basic information about imple-
mentation of scientific research and encourage them to write
research papers and participate in similar conferences since
the ATC provides them enough knowledge for that.

ATC students are the people who should take the first
mover advantage. Conferences are a nice opportunity for shar-
ing knowledge, increasing personal professionalism and creat-
ing contacts.

Additionally, both Armenian and Georgian students of
the ATC can see many business opportunities in Ukraine; it is a
country that pursues an active Euro-integration policy and can
become a very good trade and production partner for Georgia
and Armenia.

By the way, the ATC experience indicates that Ukraine is
also a good country for ATC students to have their summer in-
ternships in. O
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Econometricsls
aNew Disciplinein ATC

By Hovik HARUTYUNYAN, ATC 5

It was a pleasant surprise for me to learn that the ATC
would be offering a course in Econometrics during the spring
semester. | had heard a lot of good things about the importance
of this course, and now we have an exceptional opportunity to
study it. Every once in a while you can read in the advertisements

that an Econometrics course is offered and that you have to reg-
ister and pay for it. While the course offered by ATC is completely
free for all students, which is already great in itself! By the way, |
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heard many times from former ATC students that they would much
like to take Econometrics, however they were not as lucky as we
are now.

Apart from the importance of that course, it also has to be
mentioned that Econometrics is not a piece of cake. It requires
an intermediate level of knowledge of such disciplines as Statis-
tics, Calculus, and Economic Theory. The
course of Econometrics is simply a mixture
of all this. Having gone through all the nec-
essary prerequisite courses we were ready
to meet the challenge.

Another thing that makes this class an
exceptional one is that we have a lecturer
with western education and work experience
teaching this course. Vahram Ghushchyan
is one of the best professionals teaching
Econometrics in Armenia. He explains every-
thing to us in the most comprehensible way
possible. But if you really want to get the idea
behind the concept you have to go home and
do a little studying yourself. We do not have
books for that class, but the lecture notes
provided by Dr. Ghushchyan are enough.

Usually econometrics class is taught with a use of statisti-
cal software. As such we use “Stata”. It is a bit unusual for us, but
we do our best to master the program.

I am looking forward to obtaining as much knowledge as
possible in this class, because only knowledgeable
econometrician can be good candidates for high-paying jobs
especially in Armenia, where there are not many professionals in
this area. O
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Cascade I nvestment I nvests
In your Future

Haik Papyan, Executive Director of Cascade Investments,
met with the ATC senior students Monday, February 5 within the
scope of International Business course taught by Agassy
Manoukian. The lecture included retirement and college plan-
ning and trust accounts. Mr. Papyan explained the students why

trust accounts are safer and more profitable. According to him,
fluctuations in the financial market virtually have no effect on trust
accounts. One of the significant advantages of trust accounts
versus bank accounts is that the Government guarantees their
safety. And the profitability is provided through long term treasury
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Rwjy Mwuwywbh hhdGwlwb ninbpép UNtu-h ntuwlnn-  bonds, corporate bonds, etc. Another advantage is the ability to
GoppG, wybGniwdbOwybhy, wjG tp, np GpwGp hptGg follow the market trend. The topic interested the students greatly
wfuwinwlpwihG Ywphtpwh htGg uygphg whwnp £ tnwéka  and the information obtained was useful for them. The Cascade
hptbg ... pnpwybbph dwuhG: Investment appears to be the pio-
«Qbp wwwquyh dwuhG wjuop- : neer in Armenia providing this
Jwbhg wbwp b dnnwhnqybip» - type of financial services.
wuwg Gw: bul pun wwpnh However, the basic message
Nuwuwywbh, wywquwjntd hpkbg Haik Papyan conveyed to ATC
pwnblytignipyntGG wwwhnybint stydents was that Fhey should
(wdwagniG  Ghongp npwdp think over their ... retirement from

the beginning of their profes-
Gh GEpnia -
hmbﬂLEUltJ.LnLUJh wizhdGEnnLd ww sional career. “You should take

f future t ” he said.
h nbw, Ywulwn G- care of your future today,” he said

According to Mr. Papyan, one of
YGuwndtGnh qnpénilbinipjwl the best ways to secure their be-
Ytipwptinjw wewyt) dwipw- ing well-off in future is keeping
dwul ibintynipyncltiph hwdwn their money in trust accounts.
uptith £ wjgbitp Ywulwn For more information about Cas-
hOJGuwndtbwnh Jbplyuwyp®

cade Investments, visit
www.cascadeinvmts.com: O

www.cascadeinvmts.com. Q
LOVE IS...

On February 14th, the ATC students celebrated
two holidays for lovers ‘in one’: the Armenian Sourb
Sargis Day and the international Valentine's Day. St.
Sargis is the protector of youth and is believed to help
them find their ‘second half’. Just like Valentine.

Sourb Sargis Day is becoming the lovliest holi-
day in the life of Armenian youth though it is not as
commercialized as Valentine’s Day is throughout Eu-
rope and the United States.

ATC students love both holidays.
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