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33 gqJntnunbunbunipjwb wnwohb thnfubwuwpwn Uwdybi
UdGwnhujwlp dwpwnh 10-hG hynippGlwiybg UgnpnphqbGtuh
niunigdwl YEGuinpnbned: BEL uw thnfuGwfuwpwph wnwehb
wygp skp L Gw dnuinphyhg £ wlng YEGupnGh gnpéniGbncpywGn,
uwlw)b wpwohl wlqwd tp nwuwfununipyntl Yunpnnid dGp
ntuwlnnbtph hwdwn:

NuwGnnlOGpp «wnwohl dbnphg» Jwplnnp
nbnGynipyntGGGp unwgwl Iwjwunwbh Iwbpwwbnnipjwb
gjninwnlwnbunipjwl npnpnntd Gnwdé hpwyhdwyh L
qunpqugiwl htnwalywpGGph yepwptpjwi: LhGginy GnpwGlwfu
Gpynph gqyninuunlbunbtuntpjwl ninpinh pwnpbthnfunidbtph
wyniGpGbpnid L hnnh nt hwpwyhg Gpwlwnnigwdéplbiph
ubthwlwbwbnphdwl pwnwpwlwbnipjwl L gnpdbiwybpwh
hpwywbwglnnGtphg dtyp, nnywn. UYGinhujwbp Gawlwlwihg
ntp £t Juwwwpb]p ghninuwunbnbuwwb L ybpwiwlynn
wpnntGwpb-nnipjw nnpuntd wnpunwnnnipjw,
dwpybwhbqgh, wnpunwhwb-dw, ghwnwywa
hGnwagnunnip)nitGGtph, Yppnipjwl, funphpnwwynipjwa,
hGswbu OGwl pb pnil Gwhuwpwpnipjwl L pb wnhwuwpwly
qnenwnbunbuwlwb hwbpnipjwb Showqquihb gnpéwygnipjwb
qupqugliwb gqnpdniy:

«1991-1992pp. utithwlwlwlGnphniihg hGwnn wnwow-
gwo Gnp hpnnnepyniGGEpp Gnp dninbgnidGbp EhG ywhwGonid
Gnpyph qninwwnbwmbunipynilGp wjbwhuh hniGnyg wnwbGpnt
hwnpgnid, np pGwysnipjwl ubbnwwwhnynipjwl YGEhuwlwah
Juwphpltpp hnquinitg quun JupnnwGwjhGp Gwl dpgulgb
wpwnwphb 2ntuyned»,- wuwg nnywn. UyGnhujwbp: Wn Gnp
hpnnnepyntGGEnG 66T 340 hwq. gyninughwlw nGunbunipynil-
Gbpp® 1,4 hw dhohlG hnnwwwpwdnipniGbbpny” Gwhuypa
funphpnwjhG 860 funynp wnbGwbGunitp)ntGGEph thnfuwpth,
wwpwlpwjhl wpunwnpwbGph Yupney Gugnidp (inbwnbunt-
pjnLGGbph d6S dwup nbr wjuop £ qpwnywd b pGwlwa
wpunwnpnipjwip’ ubthwwb uywniwbd Jud hnfuwlGwydwb
Owwwwyny), 1990p. hwibdwwnnipjwip hwiwfuwnb
gninunbnbuwlwl wpunwnpwbph pwnwyh Gqwugnidp b wyG:
«ULithwwOwb0nphnidihg wGdhowwbu htwnn dG0p YnpgntighGp
pwnl L ybpwdrwlyjwd dpbippltph dbp pnlywd,- Gobg nnyw.
Udbunhujwbp, - huy dbpwiwynn wpnniGwptpnipynilp
yGpwywnnigytig npwbhg dhwjl 8 wnwnph wbg»: Lw Gp6g, np
wjn yGpwlwrnigdwl qnpénd UUL qjninnbywpunwdtbnp
UwplybunhGgh wowlhgnipjwl 6pwqhpp  wnwlgpuwihl
npwlywwwpned £ nbbgb]” $hlwluwlwhb, nbGubhyuyuwa,
dwpytwnhbGquwjhb, wpnmwhwGdwb, hGswbu L ghinwuthjnin-
funphpnwwnywlwb nt yppwlwb wpuwnwbplbbph dhongny:
«2tp hnqwlwynpGtpp 0bg oqltghl wpnblG unbndywo
ontjuwjwwl hwpwptipnipyniGGbphb ynGyptn pnwbnwyne-
pJntt hwnnpnb, wyjuhlpl® dLwynpt| Gul pnilG pniub»:

Wuon gjntnuiinluntunipjwl pwdhbp Iwjwunwbh ILU-
ntd wybh pwh 20% t: Qyninuinbuntiuncpynilp, waqnpnphqGtup
hGwin dhwuhl, wwwhnyned £ 3VU-h 28%-p: «Uw (wy sk, - Gpbg
thnfuGwfuwpwpp, - pwbh np uw Gowbwynid k, np gjnLu ninbpG
G0 Jwwn wpfuwwnnidy»: UjGnihGnb Gw pwgwunnnpbg, np Gpyph
plwysnipjwld™ ywpwnnlbwwbu 46 wninynup, huy hpwlwbnid’

Deputy Minister of Agriculture
Hosted by the ATC Students

Samvel Avetisyan, the RA First Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture, met with ATC students on March 10. This was not his first
visit to the ATC but the first seminar for the students. Dr. Avetisyan
had a good knowledge of the ATC since he follows its progress
from the very day of its establishment.

The students received a good deal of “first-hand” informa-
tion about the current state and development trends in the Arme-
nian agriculture. Dr. Avetisyan is one of the pioneers leading the
reform processes in development of the country’s agricultural
policies and practices after privatization of land and adjacent
infrastructures. His personal role has been significant in the de-
velopment of agricultural and agribusiness production, market-
ing, export, re-
search, educa-
tion, and exten-
sion as well as in-
ternational coop-
eration of the Min-
istry itself and the
entire agricultural
community.

“New reali-
ties after land
privatization in
1991-1992 re-
quired new ap-
proaches to de-
velop the
country’s agricul-
ture to meet the
vital food demand of the people and to compete in the interna-
tional arena,” Dr. Avetisyan said. And these new realities are:
existence of 340,000 small private farms with average of 1.4
hectares of land instead of the former 860 large collective farms
on the same amount of agricultural lands; dramatic decrease in
commercial production (half of the farms are still involved in natural
production for own consumption or barter); 4 times decrease in
the gross agricultural production as compared with that of 1990;
etc. “We lost the market of fresh and processed products virtually
right after the privatization,” Dr. Avetisyan said, “And the food pro-
cessing industry was reconstructed only 8 years later.” He said
in this reconstruction, the USDA Marketing Assistance Project
played a key role with its timely and professional financial, tech-
nical, marketing, export as well as extension and education ef-
forts. “Your sponsors helped us to furnish real market inside, i.e
the market itself, within the market relations already established.”

Today the share of agriculture in the country’s GDP is over
20%. Agriculture together with the food processing industry pro-
vides 28% of GDP. “This is not good,” Dr. Avetisyan said, “be-
cause it means that other industries don’t work well.” Officially
46% (in real life it is about half of that) of the Armenian population
is involved in agriculture while this percentage in developed coun-
tries makes up to 8%. According to him, one of the major chal-
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npw Ytup, pnapyywé £ gyninunlbnmbuwlub wpnwnpnipjwb
ninpwnnid, UhGsnbin wyu gnigwbh2p qupqugwé tpypbepnid
Juquintd £ 0hGsk 8% (UUL-nLd™ 1%-hg thnpp hGs wybiih):

Cuwn nnyun. UdGwnhujwbh, wrwohlw Jwplnpwagntyb
dwpwnwhpwybp-Gephg abyp Ynnwbpwghwa £
gjninwwnlbwnbunipjwl  npnpnintd: Ywph  hpwglw0
Unnwbpwwhybbph npwlywb thnpdp, ophlwy, quihu t
hwunmwwbint  pnpulwfuwpwph  wuwép:  UGY  wyp
dwpunwhpwybp £ yunwywpnipjwl Ynndhg $GpdtpLGpha
untpuhnhwGbph mpwdwnpnedp, npnlp wdh (wy nhGwihyw
G0 gniyg nmwhu: @ ninuunbunbunipjwl Gwhuwpwpnipnilp
tponptl qpwnynid £ Gwb &yninh wnwyb| hGunbGGuphy
qupgwgliwal ninnwé  opbGunpnipjwlb  drwlyliwd
w2fuwnwbpbbpny: Mnywn. UdGnhujwblb wuwg, np ufuwé
2007p.-hg Gwfuwpwpnipjntlp wwwnwufuwbwwnne £ Gwb uGGnh
whunwbqgnipjwlb npnpnh hwdwn, npp dnwwbu Gnb k
«pwqiwphy wOhwjnGGpny» Juplbnpwaniyb fubnhp (pbiplu
Owbk wjld ywwwdwnny, np Gwpuyhlned npnpnh hwdwp
wwwnwufuwbwwnnt thG 3-4 qGpwwnbugnipyntGhbp):

NruwbnnGGpp  gnhniGwynipjwdp  hdwgwl, np
Owhuwpwpnep)ntGh pGnpwyGnid £ dpwunwbh gjninunbunbunt-
pjwl Gwfuwpwpnipjwl htwn gnpéwygnipjwl ninnnipntGGbnG
nt swywGbpp: Wn gnpdwlygnipyniGG plGngpynid £ tnwppbp
ghnwhbunwgnunwywb L qupgugiwl dpwanpbp, wyn pyncd’
FAO-h, IFAD-h, Swiwfuwphwjphlt PwGyh, UUL
gninnbwywpunwdtbnh b wyp dhowgquihb Ywrniyglbbph
2nowlwybbpnid: ULnp GwhuwdbnGnipynitGGiphg oGLUG k|
Goghwywnwgnpblh gwlpwwnwpwdnipntGbbph wilwfuwnby
pOniwytdwl Gywunwyny dpwunwbh Iwbpwwbnnipjnilhg
utipdwgnih Gepypnedl t:

Npwbu wwywqw nbwnbuwgbnbtph, UNLU-h ntuwbnnGbph
hwdwp hGuwppphp tp Owb  pdwlwp, np  wjyuon
gjninuwunbnbuwyuwb Jupybph ywhwbowpyh pnwdkGp 8
nnynub £ pwdwpwpyned Iwjwunwbned: Mnyn. UGinhuywlp
gnhnilwynipjwip mpwdwnptig wdipnn® wnbnGlwwndnipntlp
ntuwlnnGtphG, Gpjwjwgptg hp dGHGwpwhlnipynLGGEnn,
wwwaqw qupgwgniibbph yGpwptipjw) hp YwbfuwnbGunidGepp
L hwonypn ywwwuhuwbbg ntuwbnnGbph hwpgbphl: O

2

lenges to be met in the near future is cooperation in agriculture:
successful experience of milk marketing cooperatives, for in-
stance, proves the Deputy Minister’s words. Another challenge
are subsidies from the Government provided to farmers, and
this shows a good growing dynamics. The Ministry of Agriculture
is also actively involved in developing legislation that promotes
more intensive development in the industry. Dr. Avetisyan said
starting from 2007, the Ministry is responsible for food safety,
which has always been a critical problem with many ‘unknowns’
(perhaps because 3-4 ministries were involved before).

The students were pleased to hear the Ministry is expand-
ing its collaboration fields and scopes with the Georgian Ministry
of Agriculture. This collaboration includes different research and
development projects including those supported by FAO, IFAD,
WB, USDA, and other international agencies. A new initiative is
bringing in seed corn from Georgia to significantly expand corn
hectares this year.

As economists, it was interesting for the ATC students to
learn that only 8% of the overall demand in agricultural loans is
met currently in Armenia.

Dr. Avetisyan himself was pleased to share all this infor-
mation and provide his comments and prognosis for future de-
velopments. QO

3MUI nwuwfunulGtph hwdwnp
nwuwfununtpjnLbbtipp
2wnpnLbwyynid GG

U3uwUy hhdGwnpwdoh L UgpnphqlGGuh nitunitgdw@

yGGunpnGh nGontl dwpnwb Neniinjwbp wpniGwyned £ 3MUI
nwuwfunulbph hwdwp nwuwfununtpyntGGbph 2wppp
wnwpwjwwb épwapbph, UptnhnGbph thnfuwbgiwh
Gypnwwlwb hwdwlwpgh L ntuwlnn-
Gtph qGwhwwiwh bnwbwybbph Jepw- 5
ptnjw|’ PninGhwyh gnpéplpwgh wwhwy-
GGphg G0OGNY L 3MUI nGYwdwpnipjwh
hwGabwpwpwlywbh hwiwdw)b: Stunbuw-
ghwnipjwlb pwynt nbnph nwuwfunubb-
nhG nnywn. Nipninjwbh thnfuwlbgwé
gnp6bwlwh qghwnbhplGbpp, dninbignud-
GGG nu hdwnnepyniGGepp pun wpdwynyG
G0 qGwhwwnynid pb Swlyniinbnh L ph
hwiwjuwpwbh nEywdwpnipjwb Ynnihg:
QwuwfununipyntGlGtph wju GpYypnpn
thnithG hGwbbGint £ Gppnpnp, nph
dwdwlwy nnywn. Nenenywbhb Shwbwnt
£ 3NUI nuntdGulwb qond wpnebywnnp
nnyw. 3niph Uwpdwpjwlp: O

Lecture Series for the Agrarian
University Professors Continue

Upon recommendation by the managment of the Arme-
nian State Agrarian University, Vardan Urutyan, Director of the
ATC, continued the lecture series for the Armenian State Agrarian
University’s faculty on course syllabi, European Credit Transfer
System, and evaluation techniques under the Bologna process.
The hands-on know-
ledge and skills that
Dr. Urutyan transfers
to the economics
faculty is much ap-
preciated by the
|\ ASAU administra-
M tion. This second
, round of Dr.
Urutyan’s lectures
will be followed by
the third one when
Dr. Yuri Marmaryan,
the ASAU Vice Rec-
tor, will join Dr.
Urutyan in this effort.
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Jpwuwnwbh L Swjwuwnwbh
shpwwlwgywéd nlbntuwlwd
GGpnudh dwuphG® UNLY-nLd

Shnbuwwld pwnwpwwlnipjwld L phpwywlwb
funphpnwunynipjwb hwj-Gypnwwlywb YaGinpnth (AEPLAC)
inboptlt Shqpwl ppwjwlp hwlnhwbu Ugpnphqbbtuh
ntuntgdwl YGhwnpnGh nrtuwlnnGtGph hGwn® dwpunh 21-h
htGppwlwl nippwponjw ubihGwph dwdwbwly: UGdhGwph
Jtphwahpb tp «3wjwunmwbh b dpwunmwbh nbnbGuwlywb
hwpwpbpnipyniGabp™ shpwywlwgywé hGwpwynpnipynil-
GGp»: UNLY-G hp dpwgh L hwy ntuwlGnnGGph hwdwnp wnwohl
wlqwuilb tp hGwpwynpnipyntGh unbinét| ubnt thnpdwqbinh
Jwnpéhp Gpyne GpypGeph wnGunbuwlwbd ppwnpnipjwlb b
nOnbuwywb hwpwpbpnipyntGbbph npnpunind gnpédwygnipjw
qupqwgliwl dhwnnudbbph yepwpbpjw: M. ppwpjwlp
GGpYwywgptig UUY-h Quipqugiwl qpwubkbyuyh hnwlne nwy
2007p. AEPLAC-h 4nnihg Juwwnwpwdé niuntibGwuhpnepjwl
wpryntbpGtpp: NeunidGwuhpnepyjwb 2npwlwynid hpwlwbwg-
Jwé htnwgnunwwl wfuwnmwbpbbpp nEywjwpb] £ Ynyun.
ppwjwlp:

NuuwlnnGbphg 2w-
nbiph hwiwp wluwwubih
Ep pdwlw| nGunbuwlywb
pwqiwphy hGwpwynpnt-
pyntGGEph dwuhG, npnGp
Gpynt GpypGbpp gwjuon
s60 oquwgnnpdt” sOwjwé
dpwghlbph nu hwjtiph
nwpwynp dwynipwihlb b
hnqlnp wdnip Ywwbiph
gnjnipjwlp: «lunphpnw-
JhG 2powlnid drwynipw-
JhG Ywwbpp gnignpnynid
EhG pwnwpwywh hbwn, -
wuwg nnywn. ppwjwln,
- Wuondw wnGunGuwlwh
Jwuwbpp wbwp E hhdGJwé |hGEG Gpyne GpypGeph tnGunbuwlwh
whbGph ypw»: Lw wyn Juwbpld wijwlbbg wuhdtwnphy L
hhoGwd hhoGwywbnid dpwunwb wpnwhwGynn hwyuywb
Upbippltph L dpwuwnwbh Ynnihg Iwjwunwbhl dwwnnigynn
nmwpwbghy dwnwjnipynitGbGtph Jpw: Qwuwnnpbl wdipnne
wwpwbpwnowbwnnipjwl 70 tnnynup Juaqinid GG nwpwbghy
Swnw)nipyntGGbpp: My, ppwpjwbp Gpbg, uwlw)h, np uw
dpwunwOhb wnwybnipjnib £ vwihu dhw)l Iwjwunwbh
nOnbuwwywb 2ppwthwlyiwl ywjdwbbabpnid. Iwjwunwbh b
@nipphwjh uwhdwbh pwgdwdp dpwuwnwbp Ygpyyh wyn
wnwybnitpjwl qquih dwuhg, tpb wy ninpinbbp plnopyqwoé
sLth0G0 qnpéwygnipjwl dGe: LEpYwyntdu Iwjwuwnwlhg
dpwunmwl wpnwhwlnudp wybh wpwq wbGdwbpny t
qupqulnil, pwl hwlwnwyp:

Anywn. ppwpjwlbp GeEpYwywgntg ybtpnbywp nuncibw-
uhpnipjwl wpnynibpbtpp,npnbp Yoqlth pwpbiwybnt
Swjwunwb - dpwuwnmwb hwpwpbpnepyniGbGbpp wrbwnnph,
GGpnpnudGtph L wpwGuwnpunwihl SdwnwjnipjntGhtph
plwqwdwnbbpnid: Onlwn. Appwjwbh Ywnpshpny, tpynt
GpypGtph JuwnwdwnpnipjntGlGbph L hwuwpwynipyntGGtph
Ynnihg Unn wwwaquwjnid dtnGwpyybhp pwjtpp wbwp k
GGpwnGlO hGwljwip. pGnhwGnip YndlYuwuywb 2nifwjh
unbtindnidp, npntn nbnh YnGElw wwpwbplbph wqwun
nbnwywnpd, Gypwihnipjwl wwhwbelbtpht GapnwGwy
nOwnbuwlwb hdnbgpwghw, Iwjwunwbh L Ypwunwbh dhol
UGpdnn wwjdwbwanptbpnid wyy GpypGbph Gepgpwyniap,
nwpwownpowlp dhowqquwjhld Jwplunpnipyntld nilGbgnn
nbOwnbuwlwb fuwsdbpny nwpédbbp:

Pnil nruntdbGwuhpnipyniGp pndwlnwynid £ Geplw
hpwywywb hhdptiph, wepbwinph L GGpnpnudGEph hnuph,
nOwnbuwlwb Yuwwbph yhdwyh funpp 4eppneénepyncl, hGswbiu
Gwl GgpwlwgnipyntGGbp nu wnwownpynep)niGGbp: O

ATC SudentsL earned about
Unrealized Opportunitiesin Economic
Relationsof Geor giaand Armenia

Tigran Jrbashyan, Director of the Armenian-European Policy
and Legal Advice Center (AEPLAC), met with the ATC students on
a regular Friday seminar on March 21. The topic of the seminar
was “Armenia and Georgia Economic Relations: Unrealized Op-
portunities”. This was the first opportunity that the ATC provided
for its Georgian and Armenian students to have an expert’'s opin-

ion on the current situation and development trends in economic
relations between the two countries. Dr. Jrbashyan presented
the results of the study conducted in 2007 by AEPLAC under his
co-supervision and under the auspices of UNDP.

It was surprising for most of the students to learn about so
many economic opportunities that have not been used so far by
both nations considering the centuries-old cultural and spiritual
relations between Georgians and Armenians. “During the Sovi-
ets the cultural ties were combined by political ones,” Dr.
Jrbashyan said, “Today’s economic relations should be based
on economic interests.” He called these relations asymmetric
and based mainly on goods exported to Georgia from Armenia
and services provided by Georgia for Armenia. Georgia is a tran-
sit country and 70% of the overall turnover comes from transit
services. Dr. Jrbashyan stated, however, that this gives Georgia
advantages while the Armenia-Turkish border is closed because
of the economic blockade; once it opens, Georgia will lose much
if its advantage if no other industries are involved in the coopera-
tion. Currently, the export from Armenia grows faster than the vice
verse.

Dr. Jrbashyan shared the results of the above study that
will help improve Armenia — Georgia relations in trade, invest-
ments, and transportation. Some of the steps that Dr. Jrbashyan
thinks need to be taken by the governments and the societies of
the two countries in the nearest future include: creation of com-

mon Caucasian market where goods can move freely; economic
integration harmonized with the EU requirements; all agreements
between Armenia and Georgia being open for other countries;
turning the region as a whole an important economic crossroad
of international significance.

The study itself contains deep analysis of the existing legal
base, trade and investment flow, economic estimations, current
state of the economic relations as well as conclusions and rec-
ommendations. Q

o
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Ntahtp Ywbp hwlnhwbg
UNLY-h nruwbnnbtiph htwn

Uncy-p L URLWUY hhdGwnpwdh hhdaGwnhp wnbopkh, wydd
UNLtY-h nwuwfunuwlwb Ywqih funphpnuywb, StGfuwuh A&M
hwiwjpuwpwbh wpndbunp, 3IMUI wwwndwynp ypndptunn
NGGhGL Mtwlp Iwjwunwb Jupdwnb wigbnipjwb plpwgpntd
hwlnhwtg UNLY4-h nruwlnnGbph hGw: 9nlwn. “wbp
hwlnhwnidp uubg wju nmwph Ywihdnpbhwih Gwhwbqh
UnGuwnbipt) pwnwpntd L 2009p. 3Intlquphwjh dwjpwpwnwp
Pninwwbnnid Juwjwlwihp UGGnh W wqpnphqGGuhp
Juwnwywpdwb dhpwqquwjhb paytpwygnipjwb (IAMA) Ynnihg
Juwqiwybpwynn hwlnhydwld JdwuhG nruwbGnnGGphG
nbntGlwglbinyd, nphl dwulwygbint hwdwnp ntuwlnnGGphG
fupwfuniubig funtdp Yuwqgib] L dwulwlygbp hwlnhwdwh
2nowlwlbbpnid yuwadwhbpwdbihp hpwlwl nbwpbph
niuntiGwuhpniepyntGGtph dpgnyphb: UjGnihGnb pGdwbGpp
htwnlbghl dtyp dynuh0 ufuwd UUL GwhuwqwhwlwG
pGupnipyntGbtph hwdwwbpuwnnid Gpyph nbGnbGuwlwh
hpwnpnipynibhg dhGsl GnuyGp” Iwjwunwbniy:

Uwlwjlb nnyw. Qwbh hhdGwlwb ninbpdp UUL-nLd
hGwnpnthwyw Yppnepyntlb unwbuwpnt hGwpwydnpnipynitGGtna
thG: Cuwn Gpw, hGunpnithwywG Yppnepynilp uluygnid b wyjuinbin®
UgpnphqlbGup niunigdwb YaGunpnGned: «Gwwn Jwnplnp £, pb
hGnmwquw Yppnipjwl hwdwp nnip hGs Gp whnid wjuop L
wjuwnbn® UNLY-niy, - wuwg Ow, - UNLU-h Gwfunpn tnnwphGGph
2nowlwyduwpnbtpp UUL hwdwjpuwpwGGbpned pwph hwidpwy
G0 Jwybnd, Ywplnp £, np nnip ywhwwGbp wyn hwdpwyp dt6p
wfuwnwuhpnipjwdp»:

Mnyw. Mwlp OGwb nGnGYnipyntbGGp hwnnpntg UNLY-h
npytiu dwiwlwywyhg nmwpwéwnpowlwihb phqltu nwnngh,
hGwnwaqw qupqugiwb ytpwptipjw)” 2G2nwnptiny hwy L ypwgh
2nowlwywpnbbph Junyw nbpp wyn qupqugiwl gnpéncd: O

Daniel Dunn M et with
ATC Sudents

Daniel Dunn, the ATC/ICARE Founding Director, now Fac-
ulty Advisor for the ATC, Texas A&M Professor, met with ATC stu-
dents on February 29th while on a short-term visit to Armenia. Dr.
Dunn started with informing the students about the upcoming
IAMA meeting in Monterey, California this year and in Budapest,
Hungary in 2009 and encouraged them to make up a team to
take part in the case study contest within the meeting. Then the
topics followed each other covering the US economy in the con-
text of presidential elections and that in Armenia.
The key message, however, was education opportunities in U.S.
graduate schools. Dr. Dunn said graduate school starts here.
“It's important what you do in the ATC,” he said, “ATC graduates
have a good reputation in the U. S., and it's important for you to
maintain that reputation with your hard work.”

Dr. Dunn also shared information and ideas on future develop-
ment of the ATC as a regional modern business school, empha-
sizing the role of Armenian and Georgian alumni in this develop-
ment in the near future.

UNLY-h 2ppwlGwywpunp
funphnipnGtip £ vwhu

Upphhat Unwpbpywa, UNLY 5

UNLY-h nippwponjw ubdhGwnpGtpp dGp
niuntiOwlwh qnpéplpwgh gqnpébwlyw
ninnuwénipintGl wwwhndnn qnpéhpltiphg
ubya GG Jwnjugwsé Yupd dwiwlwlw-
hwwnydwoéntd (undnpwpwp® 1 dwy) ukGp
ntGybnpnid Gop hpwdhpjwp nwuwfunulGtph,
nyptip Swlnpwglnid GG hptOg wpfuwwnwa-
pha, éannhnh[] hwjpGowlw ncyuyned tnyywp pGuGpnipjwb
nbnhG nu nGphG: bwpénud GY, wju ubdhGwnpGbph hhdGwywa
wnwybnipyntGlG wylb £, np wjl dGp wbgwdéd hhilGwlywh
wnwplwbtph nbuntpynibhg L nwuwlwb ophGwybtphg
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plnwuikGp Gpynt wohu wGg yujwpnblp hwiwjuwpwlp: O

ATC GraduateAdvising on

Future Career
By Arpine Arakelyan, ATC 5

Friday seminars are one of the practical tools of ATC. Dur-
ing short time (one hour in general) the students are listening to
guest speakers who give a short description of their jobs and/or
objectives and implementation processes of some specific
projects. The main advantage of these seminars is that it switches
us from theory and classical world examples to our country’s
organizations
and projects.

One of
this  month’s
guest speakers
was Hayk Gha-
zaryan (ATC
graduate) from
Cascade Bank.
He briefly intro-
duced the emer-
gence and de-
velopment of
the banking sys-
tem. After this,
Hayk focused on the activities, functions and working conditions
of Cascade bank. He clearly stated the main departments of the
bank, roles and responsibilities of particular employees. After the
presentation, we asked questions, which we were more inter-
ested in: account opening and closing, money transfers, loan
terms, interest rates, etc.

This seminar gave its audience two benefits. First, it was a
good opportunity for those students who did not spend their in-
ternships in banks to get informed on the sector. The second
benefit was Hayk Ghazaryan’s friendly advice for future career
development. It is very important for us as we are at the stage of
graduation and the first step of career meanwhile. O
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ATC Ensuring a Promising
Futurefor Students

| am Marina Safaryan, representative the ‘first generation’
of the ATC. After my two years of studying Accountancy and Audit at
the Armenian Agricultural Academy (not the Armenian State Agrar-
ian University) | understood that there should be more interest
and more precise content added to the years of my university
study. How could | achieve this without doing much harm to the
profession that | had already chosen?

The chance came all of a sudden: for the first time in the
history of the Agricultural Academy, the Rector’s Office provided
the best 2-nd year students the opportunity to simultaneously
receive the second specialty in the newly opened Agribusiness
Teaching Center. It was thrilling to study agribusiness and mar-
keting in a totally different, promising environment with a U.S.
curriculum, in English, a totally different student evaluation sys-
tem and with instructors from the US. And there was even a defi-
nite risk involved.

This was how | became an ATC student back in 2000. The
two years in the ATC were difficult ones. Learning many chapters

from the textbook instead of the usual lecture writing, weekly,
midterm and final exams, quizzes, discussions during the
classes, homeworks, and team debates were constituent parts
of our ATC life, each of these making up some percentage of our
final GPA. All this was making us to soberly and dynamically go
forward in our study since we understood that each step is a part
of the next step. Thus we forgot about trying to become a special-
ist by only listening to lectures. Reading the up-to-date textbooks,
together with other forms of independent work is a student’s
today’s input in his or her own future. The ATC makes you pursue
and reach more than you could imagine before coming to here.
The knowledge and experience acquired at the ATC provide the
opportunity to successfully start a career or continue your educa-
tion in leading U.S. and European universities.

| am now working as an accountant with the Grant Thornton
AMIOT LLC whish is one of the leading companies in Armenia in
the field of audit and business consultancy. My position gives me
the opportunity to work with several agencies simultaneously. |
have stable knowledge and skills in marketing and manage-
ment. | communicate freely in English and have an excellent com-
mand of different computer software.

For all this success, | owe to the ATC, its founding Director
Daniel Dunn, and the entire staff and management. O
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My Sudy Abroad Chance

WastheATC

By Marina Mirzabekyan, ATC
Exchange Student, Thessaloniki
Technological Institute, Greece

My name is Marina Mirzabekian. | was born in Armenia, but
I've been living in Greece since | was 7 years old. | am in the
second year of Tourism Management Department at the Techno-
logical Institute of Thessaloniki.

I am now studying at the Agribusiness Teaching Center of
the Armenian State Agrarian University in Yerevan taking part in
the Erasmus Mundus program. This is a 5-month exchange pro-
gram designed for students from Greece, the Netherlands, Por-
tugal, Italy, France, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia. Some stu-
dents from the above European countries are studying either in
Georgia or Azerbaijan or Armenia and in turn, some students
from the South Caucasus countries are studying in Europe.

I chose Armenia because | have roots and relatives here
and have always wanted to come back to my homeland. Sec-
ondly, | chose the Agribusiness Teaching Center of the Armenian
State Agrarian University because it was the only university with
subjects similar to the subjects taught in my university and the

i kg:on 1

ATC is the only department where all subjects are taught in En-
glish.

I was surprised and delighted to see the way ATC func-
tions: the American way of teaching using Texas A&M university
curriculum, comfortable and new teaching and learning facilities,
the high level of lecturers’ qualification and professionalism, not
to mention that the staff is always ready to help you.

Studying in Armenia, especially in the ATC, is not easy, since
attendance is mandatory, there are many projects and generally
the level of education is high. My university in Greece does not
function this way: attendance is not always mandatory (it depends
on the lecturer) while there are few projects and there are unfor-
tunately only few subjects taught in English.

Despite the fact that education in Greece is more “liberal”
and less strict than in Armenia, my university is considered to be
successful in preparing future professionals in Tourism. Fortu-
nately, we have the chance to learn foreign languages such as
English, French, Italian, German and Russian and we can choose
two or more languages among them.

My experiences in Yerevan as a student abroad are unique,
| enjoy being here and | encourage every student to study abroad
if given the chance. O
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Healthy Animals — Healthy Food —
Healthy Population

Livestock and meat production is one of the most important spheres in
agriculture and seminars on such topics are very important for students in the
ATC. Various deceases and viruses nowadays are decreasing the perfor-
mance of the animal breeding sector, and their prevention is one of the biggest
issues of agriculture in Armenia.

The deputy head of the State Veterinary Inspectorate of Armenia, Mr. Ed-
ward Stepanyan, was invited to the ATC on March 14". This seminar was
organized also in the framework of the Agricultural Policy class that the 5" year
students now learn, and the major topics of discussion were the policy issues
in veterinary inspec-
tion.

Mr. Stepanyan
presented the main
functions of the veteri-
nary service and differ-
ent projects that they
currently implement
throughout the coun-
try. He told that the vet-
erinary inspection is
not a task that should
be implemented by
one country, there
should be a system-
atic approach of mea-
sures undertaken by
all countries in the region. This is why the regional cooperation is important in
this sphere, which is also highly correlated to the food safety in a country in all
levels. Production of high quality cheese, ice-cream, sausages and other food,
even with the use of the newest technologies is absolutely impossible if the
veterinary inspection does not appropriately function on the entire chain of
production.

Another topic that was widely discussed referred to the avian flue that
was hypothetically spread in Armenia and the current decease of pigs. Mr.
Stepanyan assured students that avian flue did not reach any of the commer-
cial poultry producers in Armenia, and mainly affected individual farm in rural
areas who slaughtered many animals just because of panic. In regards with
the pig decease, he mentioned that it currently negatively affects the pig popu-
lation in the country, mainly in the Northern regions. Mr. Stepanyan also men-
tioned what policy tools the veterinary service applies nowadays for solution of
various problems in the country.
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