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ATC Graduation 2006

On June 4, Arshaluys Tarverdyan, Rector of the Armenian
State Agrarian University, led the 2006 ATC graduation ceremony.
Levon Mkrtchyan, RA Minister of Science and Education; John
Evans, the US Ambassador to Armenia; Levon Rukhkyan, the RA
Vice Minister of Agriculture; Manvel Badalyan, Head of the ASAU
Council and Alumni
Association; Bill
Miller, former USDA
Marketing Assis-
tance Project’s Di-
rector, Dora
Rumsey, former
USDA MAP TDY
Consultant; Rose-
mary Veneciale,
former ATC instruc-
tor and other digni-
taries participated. {
Rector Tarverdyan awarded the US Ambassador to Armenia, John
Evans, and the 1998-2000 director of USDA MAP, Bill Miller, with
the newly instituted Armenian State Agrarian University Gold Medall
for their input in the development of agrarian education and research
in Armenia. The event was covered by four Armenian TV compa-
nies, several news agencies and newspapers.

The graduation ceremony was excellently organized by Iveta
Simonyan, ATC instructor. She made the event unforgettable for
the graduates and the rest of the participants.

*kk

The Armenian
Minister of Science and
Education, Levon
Mkrtchyan: “Agrifood
sector remains one of
the priority sectors in
our economy, and you
are the ones who will
implement a new sys-
tem of management in
the sector and create
new jobs. | thank ASAU
and ATC for their signifi-
cant input in the devel-
opment of the Arme-
nian economy.”

*%k%

U.S. Ambassador to Armenia, John Evans: “Your timing is
extraordinarily good. You will be a part of the agrarian revolution
that is going to take place in the South Caucasus.”

*k%k

Bill Miller: “In summer 1998, | discussed with Rector
Tarverdyan what can USDA MAP do in education. It was my first
day as the Director of USDA MAP and Mr. Tarverdyan'’s second day
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as the Rector of the Agricultural Academy. Today, we have this
wonderful opportunity to congratulate and thank the Agrarian Uni-
versity, ATC, Dr. Dunn, USDA, US taxpayers, and the US Em-
bassy for all their efforts and especially the parents for the most
important input - the students. Knowledge and competence are
the moving force to globalization. | challenge you to become the
“linchpins” of the Armenian and Georgian societies.”

*kk

Daniel Dunn: “l welcome you all on behalf of the Texas A&M
University and on my behalf. | am proud of this graduate class.
You have changed during the years at ATC; you are confident,
optimistic and have more creative potential. You have learned to
work as a team, to compromise, and share successful results.
The Armenian and Georgian agribusinesses look forward to have
you in top positions.”
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The Armenian Minister of
Science and Education and the
U.S. Ambassador Opened the

New | CARE/ATC Office

By Olga KUDOYAN
ATCS5
Prior to the ATC graduation ceremony on
June 4, the Armenian Minister of Science and
Education, Levon Mkrtchyan, and the US Ambas-
sador to Armenia, John Evans, officially opened
the renovated fifth floor where offices of ICARE
d management and ATC instructors as well as the
new computer lab and the conference room are

-
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located. The renovated office is the result of joint efforts by USDA
Foreign Agricultural Service, Texas A&M University, and ICARE.
Among other well known education advantages, the Rector of the
Armenian State Agrarian University, Arshaluys Tarverdyan, in-
formed the Minister that ATC has practiced the credit system of
grading since 2000, while other Armenian universities are yet in
the stage of discussions.

The newly appointed RA Minister of Science and Education
was apparently pleased that the Agrarian University is making a
tangible progress towards a high quality modern agribusiness
education. At the opening ceremony, Rector Tarverdyan stressed
the role of USDA Marketing Assistance Project, former USDA MAP
Director, Bill Miller, and Daniel Dunn in starting a modern western
structured agribusiness education in Armenia. The Rector did not
mention his own role but he has been very supportive in estab-
lishing and further development of ATC.

Bill Miller Awarded
the ASAU Gold Medal

By SosAVETISYAN
PR Specialist, |CARE Foundation

Bill Miller, Professor Emeritus, University of Georgia and
Honorable Professor of the Armenian State Agrarian University,
visited Armenia to participate in the ATC graduation ceremony on
June 4. It was Dr. Miller’s first visit since he left Armenia six years
ago upon completion of his more than successful mission as the
Director of USDA Marketing Assistance Project in Armenia in 1998-
2000. The entire Armenian agribusiness sector was rehabilitated
and adapted to the new market economy. It experienced unprec-
edented modern development through USDA MAP’s financial,
technical, and marketing assistance efforts under Dr. Miller’s lead-
ership and under the leadership of his successors, Craig Infanger
and Allan Lines. Dozens of old and newly emerged fruit and veg-
etable processing enterprises, wineries, and dairy processing fac-
tories restarted or started successful production, marketing, and
export activities due to the wise use of the American taxpayer
money, American and Armenian expertise, and the hard work by
Armenian farmers and agribusinesses.

At the ATC graduation ceremony, the Rector of the Arme-
nian State Agrarian University, Arshaluys Terverdyan and Bill Miller
met as old friends. Rector Tarverdyan had prepared a pleasant
surprise for the US Ambassador to Armenia, John Evans and Bill
Miller: they were awarded the Armenian State Agrarian University’s
Gold Medal for their significant input in the development of agrar-
ian education and research in Armenia. They were the first two
persons ever being awarded with the University’s newly estab-
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lished Gold Medal. “The biggest input in achievements that we
now have in agrarian production, research, education, and
consultancy through USDA MAP support programs has been pro-
vided by Bill Miller,” Rector Tarverdyan stated while handing over
the award.

The history of Armenia will yet evaluate the great profes-
sional and personal input that people like former USDA MAP Di-
rectors, Bill Miller, Craig Infanger, Allan Lines, the late USDA MAP
Marketing Manager, Harley Martin, ATC founder and now Director
of ICARE Foundation, Dan Dunn, and many USDA TDY consult-
ants made helping the Biblical country create its prosperous fu-
ture. As an Armenian, | pay the biggest tribute to these great Ameri-
cans. | would like to state the following: the economic roles of
these people at the dawn of the 215t century is no less critical
for Armeniathan the political role that their great countryman
Henry Morgenthau (the US Ambassador to Ottoman Empire, 1913-
1916) played in the beginning of the 20" century and still plays
for the rest of the Armenian history.

ATC and ICARE foundation were happy to host one of these
great Americans, Bill Miller.
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Speech by Ani Movsisyan,
ATC Graduate

Your Excellency John Evans, Ambassador of the United
States of America to the Republic of Armenia; Honorable Rector;
dearest Dr. Dunn; instructors; guests; students; parents and gradu-
ates:

Standing on this stage in front of all of you makes me shiver.
It makes me experience the mixed feelings of
happiness, pride, honor, inspiration, and... sad-
ness. It makes me realize that very soon we will
have to turn yet another fantastic page of our lives
full of knowledge and a once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience, full of joy and laughter. A page that is called
ATC Life!

| feel very proud to speak on behalf of such
a class where friendship, teamwork, eagerness
and motivation to learn and help each other were
the prevailing factors. Today, we are leaving be-
hind hundreds of hours of classes, classes that
provided us not only with pertinent knowledge,
but also with precious lessons for life. We are
entering into a new and completely different stage
of our lives, yet we are also taking with us - in our
hearts, minds and souls - the ATC experience,
certain that we are all ready and armored to face
the future.

ATC, you instilled in us the notion of dream-
ing bigger and flying higher. You brought to us
the care and friendliness of our precious instruc-
tors and staff. You armed us with highly valuable
teamwork skills. Through your assets — excellent  §
teaching methods and rich curriculum, motivat-
ing atmosphere, computer and language labs,
seminars, field trips, internships, parties and the
newly launched career center - you unveiled for
us many opportunities for self-actualization, for
hunger to learn and better ourselves as proud
students of ATC and the Armenian State Agrarian University and
as proud citizens of Armenia and Georgia.

Graduates, together we make one big fat round circle, a circle
that is linked by tight bonds of friendship and happy memories.
This circle will remain unbreakable as long as we cherish the bonds
uniting it. Each of us is a unique personality, with his or her aspira-
tions, dreams and goals, yet TOGETHER we are the ONE. Hence
all that is left to say is just:

GRADUATE CLASS 2006, WE ROCK!
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Career Center Establishing

Important Links Internationally

By Lusine MNATSKANYAN
Director of ASAU Career Center

The goal of my recent exchange visit to the University of
Vienna was to create cooperative partnership and learn how to
provide high quality career-oriented services to students for them
to make the next step in their career.

Only a few Armenian universities, among them the Arme-
nian State Agrarian University, can boast on having a career cen-
ter. All of them are new and needing experienced advisors and
experience exchange for providing a better quality service. The
TEMPUS Individual Mobility Grant that | won was an excellent
opportunity for this kind of experience. June 18 through June 30,
within the grant, | was hosted by the Career Center of the Univer-
sity of Vienna. | chose this university because it is one of the old-
est and largest European univer- _ W
sities with rich traditions and ex- m
perience in promoting successful
careers for its students and §{
alumni. B

University of Vienna has
50,000 students. The database of
the University’s Career Center
contains information about more
than 10,000 students and alumni.
The Director of the Center, Joseph
Lentsch; Marketing Manager,
Alexander Nagel; Advisors, Karen
Kern and Iris were the core staff
members who helped me clearly &
understand the principles and methods they use in managing the
Center.

| was impressed by the strong organizational structure and
the strict division of work in the Center. Each of the 8 employees is
responsible for a specific direction of activities. The employers take
the work with the Career Center very seriously in suggesting posi-
tions to young specialists. Along with my new theoretic knowledge,
| had the opportunity to participate in one of the Career Center’s
assessments on the education systems of East Europe, Russia,
and Ukraine. By the way, my knowledge of Russian was helpful to
the program since | could make use of Russian language websites.

| appreciate this unique opportunity to participate in this ex-
change program in one of the most wonderful cities of the world

and cordially thank TEMPUS.

Uz2fuwunwlph wntinwynpiwa
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wwpunwbnipyntGGbpht Gpwlp wdkOw)yb ponitpjwip GG
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Rural Development Policy

asa New ATC Course

By Vardges HOVHANNISYAN
ATC Instructor

A group of ATC teachers, Vardges Hovhannisyan, Vardan
Urutyan and Rafael Bakhtavoryan, won a grant for a new course
development announced by Curriculum Resource Centre (CRC),
Budapest. The new course they are developing is entitled “Rural
Economics and Development Policy” and is devoted to studying
the broad coverage of versatile problems facing the farmers and
other people residing in rural areas.

As a lead teacher of the course, | took part in two workshops
held at CRC, Budapest. The first one was more of introductory
nature aimed at providing participants with background knowledge,
a repertoire of skills and practice opportunities for the improve-
ment of their course design and teaching. The second session,
held on June 15-22, was more advanced, helping participants cope
with the increasing demands for professionalism and demonstra-
tion of skills and appropriate strategies required of university fac-
ulty. In providing such training, the organizers focused on the rela-
tionship between research and the classroom, the content of an
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UNcb-p nwuwfunu

unctb-h dh  puntdp nwuwfhunulbp, Pninwwbwnp
NruntiOwywl wwaGbph nbunitpu YGGnpnGhg (CRC) 2whwé
npwiwbnphh 2npwlwynid dpwynid GG «Qninh nGunbuwlywb L
qupqugiwl pwnwpwlwbnipntl» Gnp nuupbpwgh dpwahpp,
npG plnqgpynid £ gjninughwwb nGunbunipjntGbGtph L
wrhwuwpwly qninupbwlybtph  nibgwéd qulwquh
hhdGwhulnhpbGtph wdpnnonipjwl ntuncdGwuhpnepynilp: NpwGu
nwuplpwgh wrpwwmwnp nwuwfunu, bGu dwulwlygbgh
Pninwwbwnnid GoJwé yGGupnGnid Juwjwgwé
wfuwwnwdnnnyltiph 2wpphh:
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opwaph Jwquiiwl L nwuwwlniwb qnpépbpwglbbiph
pwpbGiwddwbt OGwwwwyny hhdiGwlwb qhwbhpbtph,
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academic course and the various possible methods of its delivery.
In the advanced sessions of the training they exposed the partici-
pants to some of the most relevant issues, problems and develop-
ments in higher education that are likely to become part of their
professional activity as faculty.

The preparation works began on March 15t and will continue
through August. The new
course will be taught to
the ATC students starting
next spring semester.

The course is
highly innovative. It will
benefit the ATC students
in a sense that theoreti-
cal knowledge will be
strengthened by the re-
search study results con-
ducted by the ATC faculty
in rural Armenia. In addi-
tion, the students will be
required and encouraged to assess the needs and wants of rural
population whether they be farmers or non-farmers. In this pro-
cess the students will “learn by doing” which will prompt a mean-
ingful and effective education in this particular sphere.

6

hdwnnipynibGlGtph L gnpébGwlwl hGwpwynpnipyntGGtph
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ATC Lecturersat Agri-Food

Chain Conferencein Netherlands
By Sona BABAYANTS
ATC5H

Dr. Vardan Urutyan, ICARE Deputy Director, and
Dr. Vardges Hovhannisyan, ATC lecturer/
researcher participated in the 7" International
Conference on Management in Agri-Food Chains
and Networks, which was held in June 1-2, in Ede,
The Netherlands. The objective of their visit was
to participate in the conference and present a
researc paper entltled “The Role of Producer-Owned Cooperatives
in Dairy Supply Chain: Evidence from Armenia”.

| asked Dr. Urutyan to tell me about the topics covered at the
conference as well as the importance of their participation as ATC
instructors. The main theme of the 7" International Conference on
Management in Agri-Food Chains and Networks was International
Chains and Networks. Under the main theme, several sub-themes
were covered by the conference: Cooperatives, Innovation, Sup-
ply Chain Management, Organization and Orchestration, Safety
and Quality, Sustainability of Chains and Networks. The confer-
ence had a full program: 75 academic presentations, 20 business
presentations, 30 poster presentations and a number of workshops.

“The conference contained a very strong business track,
which took place in parallel to academic track,” said Dr. Urutyan.
“The program offered a good representation of the international
agri-food business, with eight presentations at CEO level.”

He mentioned that this conference was very important for
the professional development of participants from developing and
transitional countries. They met the most important people in the
agri-food industry and in the areas of research, policy analysis
and decision making, who appeared in the academic and busi-
ness tracks to discuss their perspectives and views on develop-
ment strategies and about their experiences. “The
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U34Uy thnfunbontb dwpnwb Neeneinywbp L UNLY-h nwuwfunu-
htwnwanunn dwpnqbiu IndhwGGhujwbp dwubwygbight Inwbnhwjh
En pwnuwpnid wlgywgyws 7-pn dhowaqquihlG funphpnwdnnnyhG®
Gyhpdwé waonpnuwntGuwyhb pnpwjh L gubgh Yuwrwywpdwbp: Lpwhp
Owbl OEpYwywgntghl «UpunwnpnnGtph Ynnwbpwwhybbph nbpp
Juwplwdipbpph dwwnwlwpwpdwb ynpwjynitd. ywynipjniGabn
Swjwuwnwbhgy Ytpunwenipjwdp ghinwywb hnnwép: Gu fulinptigh
nnywun. Neninjwlhl wwwndbp  2npwithjwé ptidwlbph, hGswtu L
hptbg® npwbu UNLY-h nwuwfunultiph, dwubwygnipjwh
Juwplbnpnipjwl dwuhb: lunphpnwdnnnyh hhdGwywb pbdwa
Uhowqgqujhb 2npwlbtnlb nu gwbGgtinG thG, npG ntGbp dh wpp
GOopwpbowtp® Ynnwbipwwnhyltp, hGnjughw, dwnwlwpwndwb
2npwlbph Ywrnwdwpnid, yugqiwlybpwynid L hwdwdw)btigney,
waywnwbgnepyntl L npwy, 2npwltinh L gubgbinh Yuyntl qupquignty:
flunphpnwdnnnyh pGpwgpntd intinh nlbbgwl wywntdhwlywb 75
Gpywjwgniy, 20 phqbbu GEpYwjwgney, 30 wwuwnwnbtph
GGpYyuwywgnid, hGswbiu Gl 0h wpp w2fuwwnwdnnnybtin:

«lunphpnwdnnnyp wybhwjn gnpéwpwp ninnjwdénipynil
ntbbp, - wuwg nnywun. Neenunjwlp, - Uywhndqwd Ep wgpnwwint-
GujhG phqltup dvhpwgquw)lb (wyh GhpYuwjgnigswwlnipjnitlp»:
Npninjwbp funphpnwdnnndp Yuwplbnptg qupgqugnn L whgnidwjhG
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Nirniinjwlp: Gpyne twph whplnite UNLY-p Yuinwbw Journal on
Chain and Network («Gnpwjh L gwlgh ghwnnipynil») wduwaghpp:

conference gave us an opportunity to become mem-
bers of a very good academic network, which aims
to promote the study and teaching of agricultural
supply chains and relevant disciplines, and their
application to issues in the agricultural, food and
related industries, rural communities and the envi-
ronment,” Dr. Urutyan said.

For two years, ATC will be receiving the Jour-
nal on Chain and Network Science, which is pub-

lished by the Wageningen Academic Publishers.
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