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Unjtdptph 16-hG, Iwjwuwmwb hp
hGppwlwb wygbnipjwl dwiwlwy,
Stfuwuh A&M hwiwuwpwbh

gJninunbwnbuwlywb nbnbuwghwnnipjwlb
nbwwpunwitlnh wbwn 23AnG ULhpgp
hwlnhwbg UNLY-h ntuwlnnltiph htwn: UkGp
wlgjw wnwph b thGp hwGnhwb] nnYy. Lhpigh htwn. wju
hwlnhwnwdbtipp dhow £ dbg hwdwp Juplnp nt hwabigwé GG
whgbnud: Uwlwyl ng dhwyl nbntywwnynipjwb thnfuwbwyniil
E Yupbnp nt hGwmwppphp, wjil’ ntuwbnnGtph hGwn Gpw
hwnnpnwygnipjwlb ndp, hGswbu L SGhluwuh A&M
hwiwpuwpwbh Gowl hwunwwnnepiniGnid Opw Yninwlwé
hujuwjwywb ghnwiwGywdwpdwywb thnpdhl dwhnpwlw|nt
wnwybinipynilp: buly wyn wdpnne hwnnpnwlygnipynilp
hwiatdyned £ nny. Lhpghl hwuwnnl, Gpb Junbih £ wynwbu
wpunwhwjnyb, hwlnwpwn hnidnpny:

Ujunthwlnbipd, nnYy. Lhpigh htwn dtp wdwlnwywhb
hwlnhwniibbph dbjup Gpw ndwd hwnpgbipb GG, hGswbu Gwl
wyn hwpgbpp wnwint dup: Hwlp unuy hwpgniwywnwufuwGh
dwdbip 60, npntn pGownpyyned GO dGp wwwagw Ywphbpwihb
Jwd Yppnipyntlp 2wpniGwybntd Jpwpbpnn fuGnhpGbp:
Mwlp Uh nbuwly ybgwiuvjw hwpdbnynipjnibGobp &0 (nny.
Uhprap UMty £ wygbintd Jbg wdhup dbGY), np dbkGp
GbnpYuwywglnid GOp dtip wdwaq pGytipngp nwutiph plGpwgph,
wiwnwihl ypwywmhyuwih, hpwywb nbwptph ntuntdbwuhpne-
pyntGGtph, nwubtphG nu pGGnipjntGGEph0 Gwjuwwwwn-
pwuwnybnt, nypnglbpnd dwulwghnmwywb YnndbGnpndwh
dhongwnniilbph L 2wwn wyp hwpgbiph dGpwpbipjwy: buly Gpp
nny. Lhpigh Gowl dwpnnig wowlhgnipjwl ni qGwhwnwlph
funuptip GOp Luntd dbp Gwdndlbph dwuhG, Lu 06y whquwd
ggntd GOp UNLU-h ntuwbnnGtp thGEnt wpunnGnipyniGh no
wwwnwufuwbwwnynipynilp:

Utlp hdwguwlp, np neudwl qupédbpp dnwdbpnt hwdwnp
Sbhuwuh A&M hwidwuwpwbh ntuwlnnlGtph 066 dwup
unhwywé b wpfuwwnt Yu npniypny Ywd (phd npnyeny (UNLL-
h nruwlnnbObph 066 dwup sh wfuwwnned, pwjg Gwb 066
wnwnptipnipyntld Yw wjuntin L UUL-nLd gnpénn Jwpdbiph
swihtinh dhoby):

Jwakh Ep b SGfuwuh A&M-nLd UNLY-h 2nowlwdwnun
Swplhy 2nhpwpjwbh hwonnnipyntGlbph dwuhG: Swplhyp (wy
onhGuwy t utg hwdwnp: Cuwn nny. Lhpigh, SGfuwuntd hptiGp dhown
EL hGupnid GG Gnp no fubpwgh nuwbnnGtph, ndptp
pwnincpyntl Ypbipt0 hwowpuwpwb L Yywdpett Stfuwuh A&M-
h hhG nu Gnp (wywaniy0 wjwnnyplbipp: Lw dbq pwew|tiptg
nhut| Stfuwuh A&M hwiwuwpwbh dwghunpwwnnipw L wuwg,
np hGpl nipwfu Yhbh wylunbn UNLU-h 2powlwydwnuinbtph
nbulb: O

We M et with John Nichols
By Lusine ATABEKYAN, ATC 5

John Nichols, Head of Agricultural Economics Department,
Texas A&M, met with the ATC students on November 16, during
his regular visit to Armenia. We had the experience meeting with
Dr. Nichols: these meetings are always informative and impor-
tant to us. However, not only the information exchanged is impor-
tant; his style of communication with students and his huge teach-
ing and managerial experience in an institution like the Texas
A&M University are a privilege to share. And all this communica-
tion is spiced with this, if | may say, placid sense of humor.

The most amazing part of our traditional meetings with Dr.
Nichols, though, is what questions he asks and how he asks.
This is something beyond a simple Q&A session between a
professor and students about your future career plans or some
of the further education opportunities.

This is a kind of six-month report (Dr. Nichols visits the ATC
every six months) to your elder friend on how the classes go on,
how good the summer internship was and many others. We
discussed issues concerning our case studies, preparation for
classes and exams, business club activities, recruitment events,
and many others. When you hear from a person like Dr. Nichols
words of support and appreciation for our accomplishments,
once again you feel the privilege and the responsibility of being a
part of the ATC.

We found out that most of the Texas A&M students have to
work part time or full time to pay their tuitions (most of the ATC
students here don’t work, but there is a big difference between
the amounts of tuition fees here and in the US).

We also were informed about the success of an ATC gradu-
ate, Tatevik Zohrabyan, at Texas A&M. Tatevik is a good example
for us. Dr. Nichols said they are always looking for new smart
students who will bring fresh ideas and be the followers of their
current students bridging the old and new traditions of Texas
A&M. He encouraged us to apply to Texas A&M University for a
Master’s degree and said he would be happy to see ATC gradu-
ates there. O
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UhowqquwjhlG wOwbGuwghwnipjnilp
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Utlp wwpnid GGp 21-pn nupniy, Gpp
wuibkl hOs wdbh wpwa £ qupquwbnid, pwh
utlOp uwwuntd Glp: Wuon nddwn sk twlbp
Gunwdé qulbp niquén  wwpwlbpp’
hGutpGbGwn gwGgny wwwnyhptny: Gpk
pwywwlwswith npwd nilbu, wyw nplk
fulnhp snibbu Guunnwén nbnp wwwnyhnbg,
quL L LlLUijhl_ 2ybjgwpwlwl dwiwgniyg, dwwynbwlywh
ElEyunpnbwihlG wnGhubhljw Ywd UUL-h wpunwnpnipjwh
wywnnobpbbw: Uju wikGh hGswt®u £ hGupwdnp nwnelndy,
hGswt"u Yupbih £ dbnp pbipb) ubp guwilwgwd wwpwhpp, npp
nbnnid  sh wpunwnpyntd”  pwdwpwnp  epbunipulbiph
pwgwlwjnipjwl ywwndwnny: Uu L pwgdwphy wj hwnpgbph
Wwwnwufuwbbbpp dGbp qubnid GOGp dhowqgqujhG
nbinbuwghwnnipjwl nwuplpwgnty:

Rwaghy pb Yuptith £ dhdwpyty wyb dhngpp, np wjuopyw
«qbiL nt ququwbh» wpfuwphnid nplk Gpyph hwdwp gnyuwnbbp
nddwp £t wnwlg dhowqqujhl welwnph: Iwjwwnwgwé Gy, np
wnwlg dhowaquihl wnlunph, tpynbtpG h hdwyh sthG (hGh
qunpqwlw] ng unghwiwuwbu, ng pwnwpwlwlwwbu L ns t, np
wiklwywplnpb £, mGnbuwwbu:

Uhowqgquwjhl nnGunbGuwqghwunipjwl (US) nwupbpwglb
pGnanywdé £ UgpnphqlGGuh niuntgdwl YLGupnGh
nruntdOwywl wwbnd npwbu ywpunwnhp wnwplw 4-pn
Yntpuph hwdwn: Gu hwénypny G0 hwdwfunid wju wpwnplwjh
nwubiphG: Uklp Ut6 swywih ybpntdwywl wpuwnmwibp Ghp
hpwlywlwgpt] nwupGpwgh pGpwgpntd, unynpbp GOp
wrbinpwihl pwnwpwlwlnipjwl qulwqwb ufubdwGbph
gnnpéOwlywb YhpwrnipyniGltipp, ufubdwGbn, np wwn GpypbGph
JwnwywnnipyntGGtp Yphpwnened GG hptbg hwypGhwlywG
wpunwnpnnbGbphb nt uywrennGbpht Wwnwwbbnt Ywad
wwpqwwbu Gwdnin unwlwpnt Gywwnwyny:

uaytiné wuwé, Gwfupwh US nwuplpwgl niuntiGuuhpb-
Ip Gu dhowqqujhl nGunGuwqghwnnipintd wujwép hwbgbglnid
th wypwbpbtph wwnpg wpnwhwbdwbb no Gepdncédwn:
Nwupbpwgh plGpwgpntd unynptighlp, np US-G ybipehl Gpynt
hwpynipwiyywyh pGpwgpnid wbgb] £ qupqugiwh Gpyuwn,
uwpniOwlwywb nt hwpniun Swlwwwph, npha Gywuwnb] GG
w2fuwphh wiklwwlwbwynp nbnbuwgbinGtpp™ Unwd Udhpp,
Nwghp NthywpnnG, NG Unyntwnwn Uhpp, Updptin Uwpwip, Anh
UtjGwpn L6)j0up L ®np Uwdnibiunbn:

Qwuwhunu Nwdwjtp Pwfunnwynpyubp hGunwppphp b
wnpnyntGwybn £ jugdwybpwnid nwubtipp: OphGwy, wdkh
nippwp OGOp niObGnid GOp Owhiwwbu hwjnwpwpwé
unnignnuywl wyfuwwnwbpbtp, npnGp, puwn hu, 2wwn
wpnynitbwydbwn 66, pwlh np hGwpwydnpnipyntl GG wnwhu
Gwfuopnp wwwpwuwnybint: Pwgh wyn, dtlp hwGabhb) GhGp
Ynipuwjhlt wfuwwnwbp, npp OGwpuwwnbujwdé b US-h
wwhwbobbpny: 3nipwpwlsnip ntuwlnn hGel E pGunpnud hp
YnipuwphGh pbdwG, huy nwuwfunup hwunwunnid £ wyl: Uhwly
wwhwbpb w)b k, np plidwh wbwnp £ Gpwptinh webnph npnpunhG:
Gu hwanypny gptigh ht Yntpuwyhb wfuwnwbpp, pwbh np wjb
hGwpwynpnipjntld nybg wnbinphb ybGpwptipnn qulwquwb
hnnqwoébbp upnuwint: Pwgh qpbinig, Gu hd pGdwl Gwb
Gpywjwgph puwpwbnid® hd hbpphl hwdwhbin Gwb
Gyneubtiph GEpYuywgniibiphG: Ujn GepywjwgnedGtph 2Gnphhy
Ut0p 066 Swywih Gnp nbinGYynipyntGbtp unnwgwlp Ypwuwnwbh
L Swjwunwbh wpunwphl webinpwihl hwpwptGpnep)niGGbinh,
nmwpptp webwnpwihG pinybeph L hwpwyhg ptdwbbph
dtipwpbinjuwy:

Udthnthtiny G264, np US nwuplGpwgp dGéwwbiu Guuwuwnt
E mGnbGuwqghwnnipjwl ninpinh hd qhwnbhpltph wdha:
Unigblwih wylwplu wdwpwnb dboptiptiny PLGowuhG
dpwbyhGh wyb dhwpp, pb «nbin ng dh Gpyhp weliphg sh
wybpybp»: O
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| nter national Economicsls

Morethan Import and Export
By Arpineh Arakelyan, ATC 4

We live in the 21 century when everything is developing
more rapidly than we anticipate. Nowadays, it is not a problem to
get any product you want while sitting near fireplace in your house,
by simply ordering it on-line and having it shipped to you in a few
days. It is no problem to enjoy Swiss watches, Japanese elec-
tronics, US-made cars and many other foreign commodities if
you can afford it. How is this possible? How can we get all the
desired products that cannot be produced locally because of the
lack of sufficient resources? Answers to the foregoing and many
other questions are in the course of International Economics.

One would hardly argue with a statement that it is very hard
for a country to survive in today’s dog-eat-dog world without inter-
national trade. | believe that without international trade countries
would be unable to develop socially, politically, and most impor-
tantly, economically.

The course of International Economics (IE) is included in
the curriculum of the ATC and is mandatory for the 4" year stu-
dents. | enjoyed that class very much. We did a lot of important
analysis, learnt about practical applications of various trade policy
schemes that governments of many nations implement to pro-
tect their domestic producers, consumers, or to simply generate
revenue. Frankly speaking, before studying the course of IE, |
was sure that it was only about export and import of commodi-
ties. It was also interesting to learn that IE had enjoyed a long
development over the past two centuries with contributions from
the world’s most distinguished economists: Adam Smith, David
Ricardo, John Stuart Mill, Alfred Marshall, John Maynard Keynes,
and Paul Samuelson.

The organization of the class itself by our instructor of IE,
Rafael Bakhtavoryan, was very interesting and effective. Every
Friday we would have a previously announced quiz which I think
was very effective since it gave us opportunity to prepare for it in
advance. Also, everyone submited a term paper. The require-
ment for choosing the topic for the term paper was that it had to
be trade related. | really enjoyed writing my term paper since it
gave me a good chance to read various trade-related articles
written by others. In addition, | presented my paper in the class
and in my turn attended presentations done by other students.
Through these presentations we learnt a lot of new things about
Georgia's and Armenia’s foreign trade relations, different trade
blocs, etc.

In summary, | would like to mention that IE class has con-
tributed significantly to my knowledge of economics. | would also
like to finish my essay by quoting Benjamin Franklin's words,
“No nation was ever ruined by trade”. O



. ATC Newsdletter . | ssue 8 (13), Nevember 2006

UNLYy-h 2powlwywpup’

niufunphpnh Gwjuwquwh
Oprynih hwiwpuwpwbniy

Unjtdptiph 17-hG UNLY4-p 2005p. npwlwdwpunn twyhp
Niphiwydwb pGunpdbp £ UUL Opnynih hwidwuwpwbh
gnenwnlnbuwlywb nlnbuwghnnipjwl pwynijntinh wuwh-
pwlwnnipwih ntuwlnnwywb funphpnh
Gwfuwquwh: Uju |nipp dkg hwnnpntig £ 64-
unOh hwiwjuwpwbh wwwndwynp wypndb-
unp, UNLtY-h GwhuyhG (hniuny GGp Gub’
wwwaqw) nwuwfunu nny. dbtpl Iwniqp:
Qwyhpl wjdd ®pnynih hwiwjuwpwbh K
wuwhpwGwnnipwih qhwnnipjwl qény |
nbdbintlun t:

UUL wrwowwnwn hwiwjuwnpwObb-
pnid wpnbpypwgh Ywy, hGswbu plnnil-
Jwé t wub” «dhowqgqujhly» niuwlnnhb
niufunphpnh  Gwfuwqwh  plGupbp
swihwquwlg hwgqwnbw Gplnyp Lk «hd
Ywpéhpnd, hGé oqltig wjb hwlquw-dwhpp,
np Gu wylpw b «quwpnilb dhp-waqqujhl»
sb0, - Juwwynid t Ywdhpp, st°np Gu
dpwuwnwlhg GO (whqbptl™ Anpphw)»:

Mny. Iwniqp hwanypny hwjnbbg
UnitY-h jwdwaniyG 2ppwlwydwpuinbtiphg
utyh wyu hwonnnipjwb dwuhG |nipp L wybwgpbg. «Mwyghpp
hwuglnid £ wakG hbGg, pGn npnd” 2w wpwg. wju wdhu
pGupdbg wuwhpwbwmbbph wyu d66 fudph Gwhuwaquwh, wOgjwg
wohu wwwnwwbg dwaghuwnpnuh pligp, djniu wihu® n°y ghnb»:

ATC Graduate Elected the
President of Sudent

Organization at Purdue

David Ubilava, ATC 2005 graduate, was elected as the
President of the Graduate Student Organization at the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Economics, Purdue University at students’
meeting on November 17!
The news was provided by
Dr. Verne House, Professor
Emeritus, Clemson Univer-
sity and former (and hope-
fully future) ATC instructor.
David is now a Graduate Re-
search Assistant at Purdue.
This is a very rare occasion
when an international stu-
dent becomes the president
of a student organization. “I
think what helped me was
that | do not qualify as purely
international, because | am
from Georgia,” David says.

Dr. House was
pleased to report this good
o : news about this successful
advancement of one of the best ATC graduates. He added, “David
does everything, and very fast. This month: president of his large
graduate student group; last month: defended MS thesis. Next
month: who can guess?” O

3MUI-nLd hpwywbwgynid k
Swjwunnwbh pwpépwaqn)l
gjnLnuunbntiuwywl Yppnipjul
pwnbthnfuntdGeph dpwahpp

Swjwuwnwbnid pwpdpwant)d gjninuwnbunbuwlwb
Yppnipjwl pwpbthnfuncibGbph ybpebipu dGL40wpywsé dpwqph
2powlwynid, npp nGwdwpyned £ UUL @17 Undlwup
gJninwunlunbuntpjwlb qupqwgdiwb dpwqph (CADI) Ynnihg,

hnywntdiptph 30-hg GnjGdptph 16-p pGunpwé wpuwnwbpwjhG
funtdplb wygb g 3IMUI: ludph Juqinwd EhG 3MUI nbghnbGwn
funphpnwywb nny. 416G Chlp, nny. Qtiph Ppwjpgp, nny. Lptjg
Endwpnap, nny. NibGuih 3nhG, nny. UGwwnnh Sdwbngdp L nny.

Higher Educational Reform of
Agriculturein Armenia
Agrarian University of Armenia

Within the Higher Agricultural Education Reform in Arme-
nia, managed by USDA CADI, a program development team vis-
ited the Armenian State Agrarian University during October 30 -
November 16. The team consisted of Dr. Glen C. Shinn, Ph.D.,
Professor & Resident Advisor, State Agrarian University of Arme-
nia, Dr. Gary E. Briers, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Agricul-
tural Leadership, Education, and Communications Texas A&M
University, Dr. M. Craig Edwards, Ph.D. Associate Professor, De-
partment of Agricultural Education, Leadership and Communi-
cations, Oklahoma State University, Dr. Wesley Holley, Ed.D. Pro-
fessor and Associate Dean College of Agriculture and Home
Economics New Mexico State University, Dr. Anatoliy Tmanov, PhD,
DVM Assistant Professor for International Agriculture Program
Coordinator for Central and Eastern European Countries Office
of International Programs - College of Agricultural Sciences The
Pennsylvania State University, and Dr. Michael K. Swan, Ph.D.
Professor Agricultural & Food Systems - Crop & Soil Science
Department Washington State University.

The team consulted with ASAU administrators, faculties,
students, and national leaders regarding credentialing and cur-
riculum reform leading to official recognition as a university meet-
ing EU Bologna Convention Standards. The purpose of consul-
tation was to understand the critical elements and the aspects
that best influence an inflection point in the transition of ASAU
higher agricultural education from its present state to one that
meets EU Bologna Standards, is recognized by its peers for ex-
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Uwjpl UntnlGp, nypbp GGplwjwglnid GG UUL wwpptp
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hwywunwpiwgpiwb L ntuntdOwywl wwbbbph pwpbithnfuncd-
Gtph gnpéplpwgltipp, npnbp Yhwhqbglhbh IMUI-h Swlws-
dwlp npwbu Gypwahnipjwb PnpnGhwyh YnGytGghwjh swihnpn-
2hsGbphG hwiwwwwnwufuwlnn hwdwuwpwbh: unphpnwyg-
nipjntGGbph Gwwuwnwyl tp hwuwlw| wnwbgpwihb w)h
tnwpptpl nt wuwbyunbtpp, npnGp wnwyb| pwpbhwywun
wanbignipynib Yanpétlt IMUI-h wjuopdw Yppwhwdwlwpgp
PninbGhwjh swihnpnzhsGtipny qnpénn Yppwhwiwlywngh
ybpwihnputiint qnpéplpwgntd, Yppwhwdwlwnpg, npp
Yowlwsyh Gypnwuwywb wyp hwiwjuwpwbbtphg L Ywynth
qupguwgntd Ynibblw wwywquyniy:

Nny. Ghbp nbghnblw funphpnuywbh wwpunwywbnip)nio-
GGpp Yywwwnph wnwohlw Gpyne tnwphbbph pGpwgpnid: Lw
ubd thnpd nibh nuntdbwlwl wwbGbph L wewpywywlwb
6pwapbtph Ywqidwl, nwuwhunubbph L nruwGnnGbph
qOwhwwiwl hwiwywpqbiph qupgwgiwb, hGswbu L ghwnw-
uthynte Yppnipjwl plwquywnbtinnid: %ny. GhGp UUL-nLd
nwpwdwlwb Yppnipjwb ybpwpbpjwp nnyunpuwywb wnwehl
6pwanph hwiwwnbonkOb £ Gnb: Lw wfuwwntb £t UJunphwyh,
Qtpdwbhwyh, Intlwuwnmwbh, Ubpuphlwjh, Nntuwunwbh b
Intwlnhwih dh 2wpp hwiwjuwpwGGtpnd: O

cellence, and is sustainable in the future.

Dr. Shin will be the Resident Advisor for a two -year period.
He has a solid experience in curriculum development, academic
program development, faculty and student evaluation systems
and extension education. He was co-director of the first distance
education doctoral program in the United States. Dr. Shinn is a
Fellow in AAAE and has worked in several international universi-
ties including Australia, Germany, Greece, Mexico, Russia, and
The Netherlands.

Opqwlwlwh qjninuunbwnt-
uncpjnilp pwjbp [ wGnud
Swjwunwbniudb

Uipuwlnp Uwhuwzyhip,
umny 5

UNctY-h nippwpopjw ubdhGwnGtph
pninp hpwydhpjwp  nwuwfunulGbiph
w2fuwwnwbpb k| vbg hwdwp Juplbnp ,
pwlgh Gpwbp Ywplnp wnbnGywwnynipinil
G0 hwnnpnnid npwbu wapnphqbbuph L 2nijuywpwbnipjw
Uwulwqbwnbbp d6p Jujwgdiwb hwpgned:

UnjGdptph 14-h0G dGp hynipp opqulwlwb qjninw-
inbOwnbunipjwip qpwnynn OFARM gnpéwlwinipjwlb nbGonth
Snl PnphG tp: OFARM-p opqulwlwl gjninuwnbunbunipjuip
gpwnynn pGpdbpGtph 8 Ynnwbipwwnhybtiph dhnipynib k, npp
Ghwynpnwtd t $tpdtpbbph™ UUL 22 Gwhwlqlbphg L
Juwlwnwlwb OGpwphn Gwhwqhg:

MwnpnbG Pnphlb gyninuunbunbuntpjwlb wowlgnipjwh
«Ywlws wpwhbwy hwuwpwlwlywb Yuwgiwybpwnipjwh
hpwybpny qubGyntd tp Fwjwuwnmwlbnid b opqulwlwh
wpunwnpnipjwl wbglbbnt yGpwpbpjw) funphpnwundwlw
w2fuwnwbplbtp hpwlwlwglnid «Ywlws wpwhbGunh»
hnqwlwynpwdé dbpdtpwhb fudptiph hwdwn:

hG& hwiwp wwwnhy Ep hbnbbp ypG Pnphh ubdhGwphG L
Jwplinp wnbntYynipjntGbbp unwbw) opqulwlwb gjninw-
inbOwnbuntpjwl dwuhb: Lw nybg OG uwhdwbnidp, Wwwndkg,
pb UUL-nLd hGswtu G0 hwjwuwnwagpnid b inGuswwb uinnigiw
Ghpwpynid opqulwlywh dpbppltpp: Lwb gniyg wnybg
opqulwlwb dpbppltph dh 2wpp GdnipGhp, pwgwunntg, ph
hGswbu Ywpbh £ fuwGnepnid plGunpbp wyn dptippltpp L ik
npwbg dwagniip:

Cuwn wynb Pnphh, pb Iwywunwbp L pb dpwunwbp Gquyh
Gtpnid ntGEG OG hwwnjwép qupqugbbint hwdwn: Lpw

Organic Agricultureis Making
Sepsin Armenia

By Alexandre Maisashvili
ATC5

All the guest lecturers at ATC Friday seminars are impor-
tant to us, because they are always providing essential informa-
tion for our further knowledge and development as agribusiness
and marketing specialists.

On November 14, John Bobbe, the Executive Director of the
Organic Farmers Agency for Relationship Marketing, Inc. (OFARM),
was our guest lecturer. OFARM is a cooperative with 8 organic
farmer cooperatives/associations with farmer members in 22
states and Ontario, Canada. Mr. Bobbe holds a Master’s degree
in agricultural economics from the University of Missouri-Colum-
bia.

It was honor for me to follow Mr. Bobbe’s seminar and get
the momentous information on organic farming. He defined the
term of organic farming and told how organic products were cer-
tified and inspected in the U.S. He showed samples of organi-
cally produced, properly certified and packaged food items. He
not only taught us how to pick up products in the grocery store, but
also how the tracing and accountability are provided.

According to Mr. Bobbe, both Armenia and Georgia have
unique potentials in this sector and that he was impressed when
he saw the first serious steps towards the development of OF in
both countries. In Armenia, in particular, the first organic grocery
store has been opened, certification process started, and legis-
lation is being improved. In Mr. Bobbe’s opinion, NGOs will play a
crucial role in supporting OF. “Bringing farmers together, network-
ing and using their creativity will develop OF rapidly,” he said.
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| think, professionals like John Bobbe will really help in the
development of agriculture overall and organic farming in par-
ticular in countries like Armenia and Georgia. Since 1986, Mr.
Bobbe has been working with sustainable and organic farmers,
and assisted in development of farmer networks. International
experience includes trade discussions with European farm and
government leaders. He also has served volunteer economic
development assignments in Poland (1994) and in Armenia
(2000-2006) working with the Agricultural Cooperative Develop-
ment International/Volunteer Overseas Cooperative Assistance
(ACDI/VOCA) and USDA. Last, but not least, John Bobbe is an
Honored Member of the Armenian Green Lane agricultural Sup-
port NGO.

By the way, John and his wife, Terry, own and manage his
family’s third-generation farm in Waupaca County, Wisconsin.
The timberlands on his farm are certified by the American Tree
Farm System and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
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Mr. Bobbe held another lecture for juniors. Thanks to Ms.
Nune Sarukhanyan, the Chairperson of the Green Lane NGO, we
had this good opportunity to host Mr. Bobbe at the ATC during his
short visit to Armenia to work with the Green Lane-supported
farmer groups. He assists farmers in the transition to organic
farming. O
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ATC Sudentsat the
ArmProdExpo 2006

By Christina Beglaryan
and Sona Harutyunyan
ATC4

During the ArmProdExpo 2006 on October 30-November 3,
we rpresented “Elola” cheese factory. This is the company in
Verishen village, Syunik marz, where we spent our summer in-
ternship. The Expo was a good opportunity for us to see our
friends from Elola, become familiar with many other
agribusinesses run in Armenia, and show our experience and
skills gained during our internship.

Almost all food processing companies participated in
ArmProdExpo 2006 traditionally organized by the Armenian
Agribusiness Development Center. The exhibition was attended
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by over 10,000 visitors during the four days of the
exhibition. It was with great pleasure that we served
different local and European types of Elola cheeses

to many hundreds of visitors; all of them were im-
pressed by the high quality and natural flavor of Elola
products. There was no medals nominated for dairy
products like it was nominated for drinks, otherwise
Elola would win a gold medal. Instead, the company
was awarded other prizes for high quality.

Food exhibitions like ArmProdExpo not only
promise good business development perspectives
to local agribusinesses (the number of which grows
with every expo) but also educate Armenian consum-
ers; the exhibition indicated that our consumers are
enthusiastic about the quality and taste of the local
food. According to recent studies by the National As-
sociation of Consumers, about 75% of Armenian
consumers prefer local food products.

The ADC'’s organizational efforts this year
proved to be successful also in demonstrating a
number of brand new small Armenian agribusiness-
es (mainly suported by CARD Foundation) including
herbal teas, dried fruits, European type cheeses, wild
fruit preserves, and aromatic potato chips.

Last but not least, another three students of the
ATC, Lilit Meloyan, Olga Kudoyan, and Sona
Babayants, assisted the Agribusiness Development
Center in organizing the expo’s closing event and
awarding ceremony making the event even more sig-
nificant with their mere presence. Armen Davtyan, the
Director of ADC, and the Elola management thanked
all the ATC representatives for both their voluntary and
important participation.



