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Senior Students Presenting
Results of their Summer Internships

The junior and senior students of
the Agribusiness Teaching Center made
presentations of their summer intern-
ships in Tsaghkadzor on September 1-
2. Fifty-five students had their intern-
ships in 32 agribusinesses, international
agencies, banks, and NGO-s in Arme-
nia, Georgia, Ukraine, and the U.S.

The focus of the internships was
assessing the marketing, management,

and finance situation in the related com-
panies. The students mentioned the
importance of the knowledge acquired
at ATC, which helped them provide fea-
sible technical assistance to the busi-
nesses involved. In addition, the 55 ATC
students were pleased to report the new
knowledge and skills acquired during
their 8-week internship programs in
agribusiness enterprises.

In addition to good knowledge, the
forth and fifth year ATC students dem-
onstrated good skills of making presen-
tations most of them having good knowl-
edge of English.

Representatives of Dilijan Frolova
mineral waters, Kilikia brewery and WB
Armenian office expressed their appre-
ciation to ATC for the level of aware-
ness of the interns in today’s develop-
ment trends and priorities in business.
In turn, they received certificates of ap-
preciation from ATC for their handy co-
operation during the internships.

Director of International Center for
Agribusiness Research and Education
(ICARE) Daniel Dunn was pleased to
mention another successful summer for
the ATC 4-th and 5-th year students. O
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Vardges Hovhannisyan: “Cooperatives Cultivate Community Culture”

Daniel Dunn, Director of ICARE
Foundation, together with Vardan
Urutyan and Vardges Hovhannisyan,
ATC lecturers, took part in 21-st Inter-
national Cooperative Research Confer-
ence in Cork, Ireland. The conference
was devoted to discussing contribution
of cooperatives to community develop-

ment and culture. ATC professors pre-
sented two papers entitled “The role of
cooperatives in milk marketing: The
case of Armenia” and “Rural credit in-
stitutions in Armenia: Credit clubs”.

“It is an undeniable fact that co-
operatives play a central role in devel-
oping and sustaining local communities

in both urban and rural contexts, not only
in providing local services and meeting
local needs but also in securing local
employment and short circuiting local
resources”, said Vardges Hovhannis-
yan, “In many communities, the coop-
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My Development to a Better Person, Better
Employee and a better Armenian

Theory without a sound practical
experience is analogous to a leaking
barrel: no matter how much liquid you
put there it will leak away. The same is
true for education: unless you are able
to successfully implement theory and
knowledge gained in the classroom in
the real world, that knowledge will not

help and guide you much. This notion
is what lies in the concept of internships
and this is one of the aspects that the
Agribusiness Teaching Center puts
much emphasize on. Summer intern-
ships are organized annually providing
ATC students an invaluable opportunity
to major agribusinesses and various
other businesses located both in Arme-
nia and abroad.

This year | had a unique opportu-
nity to spend my internship in
two entities in the United States
of America. From June 13,
2005 to June 23, 2005 | in-
terned at Hope For The City
non-profit relief organization.
Hope For The City was
founded in Minnesota in 2000.
Poverty, hunger and disease
are three main directions
around which operations of the
organization evolve. To help
fight these three truly global is-
sues Hope For The City col-
lects corporate surplus from retailing
and medical companies as well as food
distributors spread across the nation
and distributes it both locally and inter-
nationally. Since the establishment, the
organization has donated approximately
230 million USD in wholesale value of
goods.

From June 24, 2005 to July 23,
2005 | spent the second part of my in-
ternship at GLC Enterprises, Inc and the
Cafesjian Family Foundation, Inc.

(CFF). GLC Enterprises, Inc. was es-
tablished in 1996 as a private company
responsible for managing the assets
and investments of an American of Ar-
menian descent Gerard L. Cafesjian
and his family. The CFF was founded
in the same year by Gerard Cafesjian.
It is a diverse private foundation en-
gaged in a myriad of activities, the ulti-
mate objective of which is the economic
development of the Republic of Arme-
nia. Currently the main directions of the
foundation’s activities are: renewable
energy, media, real estate, financial ser-
vices, and art. Besides these major
fields, which are all located in Armenia,
the CFF also accepts grant proposals
from non-profit, 501 (c) 3 organizations
which aim at developing Armenia
through their activities.

Overall, the invaluable exposure
to both entities | received plays a cru-
cial role on the way of my development
into a better person, into a better em-
ployee and into a better Armenian. By
working in the warehouse of Hope For
The City and sorting the clothes and
medical supplies to be sent to my own
country | felt very proud that | could in
such a small way help Armenia, help in-

dividuals who are going to benefit from
that charitable act. Being an employee
of the Cafesjian Museum Foundation in
Armenia and interning at GLC Enter-
prises, Inc. and the Cafesjian Family
Foundation, Inc. in the USA was very
important for me because | formed a
thorough understanding of my employer
entity’s overall operations and became
exposed to their working environment.

Ani Movsisyan
ATC5
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erative is a focal point for local commu-
nity members, guarding and cultivating
community culture and enhancing the
social fabric of an area through a myriad
of activities and projects.” According to
Dr. Hovhannisyan, all forms of coopera-
tives are particularly relevant in today’s
context of increasing globalisation in
maintaining a sense of local
ownership and control, and
thereby a cooperative commu-
nity culture.

Cooperative business is of
crucial importance to Armenian
agriculture and contributes to the
solution of the most of the farm
marketing problems and im-
provement of the bargaining
power of farmers. This in turn will
serve as a cornerstone in gain-
ing competitiveness locally and
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Cooperatives Cultivate Community Culture

globally as well, Dr. Hovhannisyan be-
lieves.

As stated by Vardges, papers pre-
sented by Armenian lecturers were wel-
comed with a barrage of questions. ihis
kind of research forums are places
where the future cooperation ties get
forged. O
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I want to See Their Hopes Realized

By Verne W.
House, PhD,
Professor,
ATC

ATC pre-
pares students
to modernize
agricultural business, education and re-
search. Our mission statement does
not mention hope but for me it is the
bottom line. Hope is more than expec-
tation; it is a desire, a wish, a chance.

ATC students dare to hope that
they can compete in the job market and
function in English. We ATC faculty cul-
tivate hope, like a farmer carefully tends
his garden.

Five times in the last four years,
my wife Nancy and | have come to Ar-
menia. We are not Armenian; we have
no family here; we come only to teach.
“Why?” friends ask. | joke that | want to
know everything 11 hours before they
do, but my serious answer is simple: “I

have good students and good col-
leagues.”

| am an Emeritus Professor at
Clemson University. Disregarding my
weak hearing, my age is an advantage.
I give my wife and my students credit
for my success here: they make me
functional.

My colleagues, except for the ven-
erable Alex Simonyan and Daniel Dunn,
are young but skilled teachers, them-
selves well-educated, and most are en-
gaged in research. We work hard so
that our students learn well. Dr. Dunn,
Susanna Mezhlumyan and Vardan
Urutyan administer the ATC for the ben-
efit of our students. We soon will have
more classroom and office space and
a new computer lab. You might ask: Is
there any “down-side?” Yes, our old
computers and other equipment are be-
coming a bottleneck.

| teach the role of cooperatives in
economic development: western theory
and Armenian practice. Each student
is a member of a “consulting company.”

Their “client” is a cooperative. Task: de-
velop a business plan to increase your
client’'s chance for success. Thisis fun.

“l am like a farmer who, having
discovered he has an unusually large
crop of fine apricots, is looking for a
market.”

| wrote this statement in 2003
when | discovered that we had excel-
lent students wanting graduate study in
the US. Vahan Papayan (MS Fresno)
and Natalie Nasaryan (MS Ohio State),
Class of 2002, proved that ATC students
could compete for Graduate Research
Assistantships.

Dr. Dunn and | began to “sell” our
students. Seveninthe 2003 Class were
awarded full-funding in excellent US uni-
versities. Current “score:” eight gradu-
ates are continueing their education in
different U.S. universities.

The Class of 2006 has a lot of
bright scholars. How will we sell so
many good “cots”? The market is
shrinking but they are worth the effort.
| want to see their hopes realized. O
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New Subjects at ATC

By

Ani
Kirakosyan
ATC5

“Interna-
tional Business”
is just in time to
study at ATC
given the current fundamental shift in
the world economy, when national
economies are merging into an inter-
dependent global economic system. Not
only the subject is new but also the ap-
proach of the lecturer is innovative in
terms of recognizing International Busi-
ness as broader than trade or regular
business in different countries. In addi-
tion, the structure of the lectures allows
the students to express their thoughts
on globalization and its impact on the
international business or discuss differ-
ent political-economic issues and in-
vestment environments in various coun-

ties. We exchange ideas about how to
succeed in the global market.

Last year, the fifth year students
studied International Trade, but Interna-
tional Business explicitly goes beyond
the Trade gate. It rather develops politi-
cal thinking on global economics. The
senior ATC students are enthusiastic
about this subject since cases related
to the chapters under study are also in-
cluded in the program. And the topics
are evidently modern and supported by
practical work.

To me it is clearly obvious that
those students who understand eco-
nomic principles and international is-
sues are going to have a distinct ad-
vantage in making sense of the national
and international economy and in suc-
cessfully understanding what is the dif-
ference to be made in their own per-
sonal vision of the world economy.

At ATC, the subjects are appro-
priate and the students are promising.
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International Congress of
Agricultural Economists

Vardan Urutyan, ICARE Deputy
Director, Iveta Simonyan, ATC profes-
sor and Susanna Mejlumyan, ATC Ad-
ministrative Coordinator participated in
the 11th International Congress of Eu-
ropean Association of Agricultural
Economists in Copenhagen, Denmark
on August 23-28. According to the par-
ticipants of the Congress entitled “The
future of Rural Europe in the Global Agri-
food System”, the congress was appeal-
ing in terms of developing ATC's inter-
national contacts with research and
education entities worldwide.

The Congress was participated by
537 agribusiness teachers and re-
searchers from 37 countries and was
hosted by the Food and Resource Eco-
nomics Institute at the Royal Veterinary
and Agricultural University,
Copenhagen. Scientific program in-
cluded invited papers, contributed pa-
pers, and posters. Q

. clation of Agricultural Econom
VL, Copenhag nark. 24-27 August 200
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Celebrating the Fifth Anniversary of the
Agribusiness Teaching Center

The Agribusiness Teaching Cen-
ter students’ extracurricular activities
include trips to different regions of Ar-
menia for different reasons: visiting
agribusinesses, discovering Armenia,
and, of course, having fun. The latest
such trip took place on September 25,
Sunday and was devoted to the fifth An-
niversary of ATC. Current ATC students,
faculty and ATC alumni participated. The
event gathered more than
one hundred members of
the ATC family.

The destination was
rest area Akna Lake, lo-
cated not far from the Ar-
menian “Vatican”, St.
Echmiadzin. The weather
was very nice, and, look-
ing at the joyful students,
one could tell that they
were going to have a de-
lightful day. For some stu-
dents, the trip to Akna :
Lake was remarkable not only because
the ATC family was celebrating the
ATC’s fifth anniversary, but also be-
cause of the long-waited soccer game.
During one of the previous trips the ATC
Armenian soccer team was defeated by
the ATC Georgian team and the Arme-
nian team was waiting for revenge. The

- o

game was quite interesting. The Geor-
gians lost the game this time, but con-
sidering that they had just arrived from
Thilisi after a long trip, they did a great
job.

The day was full of a myriad of
other exciting activities. The students
played volley-ball, cards, frisbee, de-
bated, played guitar and sang. One of
the games known as “Mafia” that many
students like to play, enabled the “Ma-
fiosi” to once again practice their artis-
tic talent and knowledge of psychology.

The celebration for many alumni
was a great opportunity to have their first
reunion after graduating the ATC in
summer. | was very happy to find out
that many of the new ATC graduates
had found jobs after graduation. No

wonder: the ATC faculty spares no ef-
forts to equip the ATC students with
knowledge and experience required by
today’s labor market.

While everyone was having fun
and celebrating, one very special group
of people was busy making the
barbeque, the delicious smell of which,
| am sure, was distracting many play-
ers engaged in different games. The

AN :
smell of the barbeque was coming from
all sides of the resort area which was
full of visitors. Although Akna Lake is a
nice place for a trip like that, | would
like to mention that many things in such
areas need to be improved throughout
Armenia. The ATC students know bet-
ter than anybody else how important
tourism is for the future of Armenia.

It was twilight already when the
bus left for Yerevan. Unquestionably, ev-
eryone on the bus was taking the bril-
liant memories of the day back with
them to Yerevan. | would like to use the
opportunity and thank Dr. Dunn, the Di-
rector of ICARE foundation and the
other organizers of the trip for the mag-
nificent day. | am sure everyone is look-
ing forward to the next trip since the ATC
trips, besides being very useful in many
aspects, are also always full of excite-
ment, adventure and lots of fun which
make the memories of that trip last long.

Hayk GHAZARYAN
ATC5
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