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ATC Partied at its 5th Parents’ Day

The Parents’ Day at the Agribusiness Teaching Center celebrated
on October 10, 2005 was the fifth in the 5-year history of ATC. And
it was as exciting as the previous four.

The parents were given a tour of winemaker (graduate of the Agrarian
the classrooms and the computer lab  University of Armenia) and father of the
at ATC. Students were eager to tell as  third-year student Ani Manaseryan, said,
“Now | am more positive about my
daughter’s coming to ATC. She did not
make a mistake, she made the right
choice.”

Nato Kobakhidze, mother of the
3 year student Ani Bezhanishvili, is a
professor at the Georgian State Agrar-
ian University and unsurprisingly values
modern education most properly. “Some
of the ATC Georgian graduates suc-
cessfully continue their education at the
Caucasus School of Business in Thilisi,”
Mrs. Kobakhidze said, “I am pleased to

much as possible to their parents about
their study, research and entertainment
during their time at ATC.

In addition, the parents were able
to talk to the faculty and staff to have a
complete idea on ATC. The parents’
collective opinion on the education pro-
vided by ATC was: “We are now confi-
dent that our children will not only be-
come good specialists but also will eas-
ily function in English.”

The parents of the newcomer third

mention that ATC graduates get a qual-
ity education which helps them to oc-
cupy essential positions in the growing
Georgian agribusinesses.” Fourteen
year-old Dato Bezhanishvili, Ani's
brother, was himself excited about the
perspective of studying at ATC in future.

The “ATC parents” thanked Dr.
Dunn and the rest of the faculty and staff
for their dedicated professional work.

The Parents’ Day itself has be-
come an important learning tool at ATC
in addition to being a celebration for the
students and the parents. O

year students, were especially happy
with  what they saw. Mihran
Manaseryan, a well-known Armenian
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ATC at the US Education Fair

How to Continue education in the US

The Agri-
business Teaching
Center, among a
number of other

— Armenian, US, and
r ] other universities
) and education or-
ganizations, participated at an annual
US Education Fair on October 14. The
Fair was jointly organized by The RA
Ministry of Science and Education, the
US Embassy in Armenia and the Ameri-
can Councils for International Educa-
tion. The goal of this special education
exhibition held in Armenia Marriot Ho-
tel was to present to Ar-
menian students the Ar-
menian and other educa-
tion systems and inform
about the possibilities to
continue their education
and do research in US
and European universi-
ties. The students had
the opportunity to take
sample TOEFL, GRE,
and GMAT standardized
tests.

Discussions and ™
video film demonstrations by students
or graduates from Western universities
were an important part of the one-day
event. These discussions helped us to
get a better idea how to apply to those
universities and, through personal com-
munication and consultancy, learn about
the admission procedures and curricula.

| was also impressed by the strong
general informative character of the fair

in terms of new associates and experi-
ence exchange. As expected, the ATC
demonstration desk was one of the most
popular during the fair.

The US Education Fair evidently
indicated again the importance and
popularity of US and European univer-
sity education for Armenian young
people. Many dozens of them, among
them the ATC young professors, have
already been successfully putting into
action their knowledge, experience, and
new approaches acquired in US and
European universities. O

Ani Kirakosyan
ATC5

2

unitY-p yppwyw
gnigwhwOnbunty

Ywd paswbu pwpniGuwlt)
YnpnigintGa UUU-nLd

<nywnbiptph 14-hG Ugpnphg-
GGuh niuntgiwb YGUuipnbp, pwgliw-
prhU wy hwjwuunwljwb, UUU L wy
hwiwjpuwpwbbGph nu Yppwlywb
Jwqdwybpwnipnitbbbph pynLy,
Gwulwygbg «UUL Yppwlywb gnigw-
hwlntuhO», nph YuqiwytpwhsGsna
tha << UQ OGwluwpwnpnip)ntOp,
Lwjwunwbnid UU'L nGuwywlbwuwnnilp
L  UWdtphyywba munphnipnbbpp:
Updtbhw Uwphnwn hjntpwbngned
nbnh nibbgwdé Yppwlwlb wju
Jnipwhwuwnney ninbwyjwsdweh Gww-
wnwyp hwj ntuwbnnGnph0 <wjwuwnw-
Gh L wpwnGpyph Yppwywd hwiw-
ywnabphb swlnpwglb b nL UUL-nLd
L Gypnwywywb GpynpbepnLd Yppnt-
pintbp 2wpnibwybint hGwpwynpnt-
pint00Gnh dwuhb wnbnEYwglt b tp:
NiuwbnnbGBpp hGwpwynnpnip)ntl
nLoGgwl hwGa0t TOEFL, GRE, GMAT
swihnpnzhsbbpny pGunwjhl
wfuwwnwbpbbn:

Utyonw dhongwriwl Ywplnp
dwul thO Yuguntd pGGwnpynidbenl ne
UpLdunywl hwdwpuwpwOaGph 2pow-
Gwywpwnbbph gnigwnpwdé nbuw-
dhitpp: Uin pbGwpynidbbpp dkq
oqlbght wybh hunwly wwuwnybpw-
gntd nLoB0w] wyn hwdwuwpwbaspn
nhiGint Ywnpgh dwuhb, hGswbu L
wodbwywb ninnwyh hwnnpnw-
ygnipjwl dhongny wbnGUwlw
pOnnLOGnLpjwb Ywnpgh L niuntdbw-
Ywl wwabbph dwuhh:

Unp dwlnpnipyntbbGph, thnpdh
hnfuwbwyiwb wenidng tnwywynphs
En Gwl gnigwhwlntuph pGnhwGnip
nbnGYwwnywywb hwgbgwénipntlp:
hOswbu L uwwuynid Ep, UNLU-h
gnigwubnwbh nhiwg dwulbwyhglbph
hwiwwyh Yninwynidbbn tho
thany:

UUU Yppwywb gnigwhwlntup
wlybhwjnnptl gniyg wnydbg, np
watphYywb L sYpnwuwyub hwdwjuw-
pwlwywb hwdiwywngbpp ponnptl
hGuwppppnid G0 hwy wywwnwOhGGpho
nt wnohybbpht: Swuljwly hwy
Gphunwuwpnlbn, wn pyntd UNLY-h
Gphunwuwnn nwuwfunubtpp, wjuon
hptlg wfuwwnwuwnbntpnid hweon-
nnLtpiwdp Yhpwened 66 hhdbGwywbned
UUU-n1d unnwgwdé ghwnbhpbbpp,
thnndl ni dGponjw tnuinnkgnudbtnp:

Uth YUrPUUNU3UL
unwy 5



U ilinbljughp phy 3, hnlpilidplip 2005 6.

Field Trips through the lens of new students

As itis known, ATC is the place where students learn by
doing. For this sake, each class goes on at least two field
trips to pay visits to different agribusinesses and observe
the production process, the functioning of marketing
departments, etc. on the spot. About 90 students went on

15 trips covering 35 businesses.

In early Octo-
ber we had our first
field trip starting
with a stop by a
juice processing
company armed
with computerized
assembly-lines
brought in from Sweden. NOYAN juice
factory was founded in 1998 and has
been enjoying steady growth in output
and profits since then. It's production
capacity is 11 tonnes of juice per hour,
which is ordinarily sold within six days.
Most of the output made from domes-
tic fruits is exported to Russia, Europe,

T o

the U.S. and other coun-
tries.

All that we came
across in Noyan surprised
us a lot. The factory was in
good conditions. The hy-
giene of the workers and
the cleanliness of the equipment were
put at the core of operations. For in-
stance, an hour before starting function-
ing, all the production lines were
cleansed by hot water. Still it's not la-
bor-intensive and at the flick of the
switch you get the processing going.

After Noyan, we went to LEVON
small potato chip manufacturing plant.
Itis still at an embryonic stage and cur-
rently produces only two types of chips:
salty and flavored with garlic. But they
plan on expansion and soon new types
of chips will be put out.

We were lucky to stop by the MAP
brandy and wine manufacturing factory.
The factory was established in 1942 and
initially only brandy and wine were pro-
duced. In 1996, the factory got its
present name and in addition to brandy

and wine, has also been producing
canned food. It functions on 20 hect-
ares and uses another 150 hectares as
its resource base for growing grapes.

They cover a whole variety of
brandy (cognac), 22 types of wine, and
15 different jams. The factory also has
907 barrels of brandy spirit for aging and
they get approximately 1,000 bottles of
brandy from each barrel. In the near fu-
ture, when the production process re-
lies entirely on automated mechanisms,
they expect to produce 20,000-30,000
bottles of wine and brandy daily.

Allin all we were happy as this was
our first exposure to an actual business.
In addition, each of us enjoyed the com-
pany of our classmates.

Zhanna Grigoryan
ATC 3

Field Trips Are One of the Best Ways to Spend Weekends

We started our
recent field trip to
Ararat and Vayots
Dzor regions in early
morning when we
were half sleepy. In
Masis, Ararat marz,
we stopped by a
fishery, where we woke up finally. It is a
rather large business with fish of many
different types and sizes. The fish is im-
ported mainly from Russia and are
grown in special pools of different sizes.
They are sorted by size and type. The
biggest fish ever grown here has a
weight of about 40kg.

The second factory we visited was
Artfood factory in Artashat, which spe-
cializes in canned food. This factory is
cooperating with Russian “Lyutik” fac-
tory providing it with products. The com-
pany actively cooperates with local
farmers who supply good quality fruits
and vegetables to ArtFood and the fac-
tory pays fair prices and pays the sup-

plying farmers timely.

Jermuk Group located in
Jermuk, Vayots Dzor region
was the biggest company that
we visited. It has been estab-
lished in 1999 and is produc-
ing the pride of Armenian na-
ture-the famous Jermuk min-
eral water. They also produce
natural spring water Byuregh.
The Production manager of
Jermuk told us that the com-
pany uses more than 100 ex-
port channels, which was a
pleasant surprise to us. Jermuk Group
is using Italian equipment and technolo-
gies. The average daily output is 35,000
bottles of “Jermuk” and 15,000 bottles
of “Byuregh” in plastic and in glass
bottles. The glass bottles are produced
locally and the plastic bottles are
brought in from Iran. By the way, Iran is
one of the many export channels | men-
tioned.

This was another successful

weekend for all of us. | don’t think we
could have a better weekend that time.

What could be better for any
agribusiness student than witnessing
the progress of young Armenian
agribusinesses. This is one more good
reason for us to say thank you to ATC
management and ATC patrons.

Olga Kudoyan
ATC 4
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Marian Alexandryan, the Credit
Club Program Coordinator, Center for
Agribusiness and Rural Development,
was the guest lecturer at Verne House's
Agricultural Cooperatives class on Oc-
tober 18. This is Dr. House’ style to in-
vite experts to his classes to support the
knowledge he provides for his students
and broaden their general idea on co-
operative activities and above.

As expected, Ms. Alexandryan
truly interested the ATC 4th and 5th
group students with her solid experience
in establishing and working with the past
USDA Marketing Assistance Project-
supported credit clubs and of course
with her admiring personality.

CARD “inherited” 50 credit clubs
with 882 members from USDA MAP.
They operate in all 10 marzes of the
country. “We assist the credit clubs to
build their capital and manage their own
funds in producing different agricultural
products for agribusinesses,” Ms.
Alexandryan said. She spoke about the
procedures of establishing credit clubs
and illustrated credit club activities with
several success stories. The credit club
concept has now become an important
factor in farm production. The refund-
able funds of the USDA-supported
credit clubs makes $577,000. There are
many credit clubs that make good prof-
its. Activities of credit clubs are legally
regulated in Armenia in accordance with
the related law adopted in 2002.

Marien actively involved the stu-
dents during the class to get answers
to their questions on this comparatively
new concept, which shows successful
examples to the rest of the country’s
farm community. According to her,
about 70% of the credit clubs will sur-
vive and continue their development on
their own if funding ends at this point.

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service
(FAS) Acting Regioanal Coordinator
Veronica Priddy participated in the class
and looked pleased with the lecturer and
the students. O
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pb nLuwbnnO6ph dwubwygnipjwlp: O
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Students Recommend ...

Abovyan, the representative of Cheer
company as well as by Paul Sommers,
the Deputy Director of DAI Armenia, and
Ara Karapetyan, Business Advisor. The
guests were pleased with the profes-
sional level of the study by the ATC stu-
dents. They thanked the Sweet Sun
“consulting company” and Dr. House for
this accurate and thorough study. “My
company will definitely use the results
of your study in our future activities,” Mr.
Abovyan said. He expressed the wish
to further develop contacts between the
Cheer company and the ATC

students.Q

Friday Seminars

ATC continues organizing
traditional weekly seminars to ex-
pose students to the recent devel-
opments and ideas in the local and
international real-world business.
Professionals from different sec-
tors, including agribusiness, gov-
ernment, banks, public relations,
etc. areinvited to ATC to give pre-
sentations each Friday.

The topics presented during
September and October included:
TEMPUS Program Update by Lana
Karlova, Coordinator of TEMPUS
Armenia office; Modern Dairy Pro-
duction in Armenia by Aram
Khachadurian, farmer from
Ashotsk and the Head of Shirak
Economic Competition Center; In-
fluence of WTO on Armenian Ag-
riculture by Gevorg Torosyan,
Chemonix International; Lessons
learned in Intrernship by Kamo
Mkhitaryan, Hayk Ghazaryan, and
Mariana Gharibyan, ATC 5" year
students; Rural Credit and Fi-
nance Institutions in Armenia by
Vardan Urutyan, Deputy Director
of ICARE Foundation; CBA Regu-
lations of Commercial Banks by
Vahe Vardanyan Central Bank of
Armenia, and others.

NuwbnnGtpp funphnepn G0 wrwghu

UNctY-nd «lunphpnwundwywb
hwOdbwfudpbph» unbnénip nnyuwn.
dtpbt <wnigh qunwthwnb k, npp
nwuwywbnnd £ Gninunbuntuwywb
ynnwtpwuwnhyObp wewnpywb: Niuw-
UnnGGn0 whihowwlnpbl wpfuw-
nntd 60 hwjwunwOywb hpwywa
aGrOwnynipyntbbBph hGwn® ybpoh-
O6phu funphnipnbGp Lwny wpunw-
nnnipjwl L hpwgdwl pwqdwphy
hwngtph YyGpwptnjwi: QGunwdhwnn,
hGswbu wwpqybyg, qtpwqulg
Awlwsnnuywb Gwbwynipntb nibp
pG dbrGwnynipntGbbph L pE hpklg
ntuwbnnOtph hwdwp:

uniY-h wynwhuh «funphpnw-
njwywl hwtdbwfudptphg» dkyp
«Rwngn wpb» Yynsgynn funtdpl £, npp
Ywagdwdnpyby k wju tnupgw ubwyunku-
pGnphG™ 4-pn Ynipuh nuwbnnbtphg:
Pwngp wplph Gwfuwgwhp Qnsw
Gwhbpakl t: <ndhy <wpnipynibjubn
thnubwfuwagwha £, Lnob Ywnnubp’
wnbnGywwnywywb wnGubninghwtph
gény  Ywrwywphsp,  Uuwnnhy
Pwnnwuwpnwb® hGwnwgnunt-
pjntGbGph L qwpgwgiwl g6ny
Ywrwywnphsn, Gnipwl Upwpwejubp
wfuwwnwbph Yugliwybpwdwb gény
wrwywphsp, huy Lhihp Luyw-
uwnnwp® dwpytunhbgh gény Yurw-

Jwnhsp:

«Rwngp wnlh» wrwpbintpnLtn
Ywwdwé t hbhg pwngn dptippltph’
spGph hGwn, npnbp wpunwnpynud GO
2np dpgbip wpnwnpnnGtph pGyGpw-
ygnipjwl wlnwd «2hp» dGrlwnynt-
pynLanLy:

UGwuwbdpbph 26-h0 «Rwngn
wnlbp» wlnwdbbpp GGpYwywgnhb
«2hn» dGrGwpynipynibnid hpbklg
Yuwunwpwé niuntibGwuhpnipyntGbtph
wpnyntopO6pp: Lpwbp GeEpYwywgphl
aGrbwnynipjwl fubnhpbtpp, Oww-

|

nwlbtpp, ywrwdwnpiwb hwiw-
ywpqb nt ugiwybpwwywb ywenig-
Jwépp, SWOT dtpiniténipynilbp,
wnwwnpynn Uptippttpp, wyuwwnwb-
ph wwbp, hpwgdwb L wpunwhwGdwb
hnwyhAwyp, rhuytipp, hOswbu Gwl
gnnpstwywb funphnipnbtpn inybghl
dGrbwnynipjwlb gnpéniLbbnLpyjw
pwnGwyiwb ninnnLpjwdp:

funphnipnbOGpp hhdbwywbned
JGpwptnnid tho wwypwbpwiupwaiwb
w2fuwinwbplbphl, |pwgnighs pwnw-
npwiwutph wybwgdwOp, wwnpwo-
pwlh2h unbnédwbb nu fupwbiwp,
wpunwnpwbph wwnpwbpwihb inbuph
pwnblwydwbp, yGhunpnbwgywsé
[wpnpwwnnphwjh unbnéliwlp, gwaén-
npwy GEpdntddwd hwiwbiw
UptinplEnh nbGd wWwypwphb, ntunigneyd-
Gph  Yuwqiwybpwiwbp, qlbtph
nwwnwlndbepp Yuynibwgdwbp b
wy( b:

Pninp ybpiniénigyntbbbpb nu
funphnipnbGbpp Ywunpwunwywd
pGnniObghlt «2hp» dGrGwpynipjwl
GEpYwjwgnighs Uwlbnpn Upnyywln,
DAl hwjwuwnwbjwb gnpwubbjwyh
thnfunboptlt ®np Undtpup, DAI-h
phaltuh gény funphpnuywl Upw
Uwpwwbwnwlp: {niptpp gnh thb
UNtY-h ntuwlbnnObph uwwnwpwo
nruntibwuhpnigwb dwubwghunwywb
dwywpnwyhg: Lpwbp 2Gnphwyw-
(ntpyntt hwyuinbbghl «Rwngp wnpb»
fudph wnwabtpha L nnywn. <wnighl
£2gnhuin L dwlOpwdwul neuntdbwuh-
pnipjwb hwdwn: Mwpnb Upndjwlp
wwwnpwunwywintpintt hwjnbbg
niuntdbwuhpnipjwla wnrynitbplGnb
oguwgnnét| hp pbytpnegjwl hGunw-
gw gnpéntbbnipjwb Ub9: Lw Gwl
gwbynipyntt hwynbbg hGwnwaquwynid |
qupgquglt] hptlg Yuwwtpp UNtY-h
ntuwOnnbtph hGwn:
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