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Georgian Professors at ATC

Nine professors from the Geor-
gian State Agricultural University includ-
ing three professors from GSAU/Batumi
Agricultural Institute visited ATC during
November 21-24 for an education work-
shop initiated by Daniel Dunn, the
ICARE Director, within the Georgian
Higher Education Program. The group

was led by Arsen Somkhishvili, the En-
glish Teaching Project Coordinator at
the Georgian State Agricultural Univer-
sity Thilisi and Demna Dzirkvadze, the
coordinator at Georgian State Agricul-
tural University/Batumi Agricultural In-
stitute.

The Georgian professors spent
three intensive days actively participat-
ing in the courses provided by the ATC
faculty and visiting with the staff and
administration. The Georgian col-
leagues were very pleased with what
they experienced at ATC and the State
Agrarian University of Armenia on the
whole. For Demna, by the way, there
was little new to see since he gradu-
ated from ATC last May.

Western type practical approach
to agribusiness education was the core
idea that intrigued and attracted the
guests most of all. “These modern ap-
proaches and the young faculty with
new mentality shape the success of ATC
in teaching agribusiness,” said Shota
Kharazishvili, Head of Studying Meth-
odology, Batumi Agricultural Institute,
“Being a part of this process even for a
short period is helpful to us.” Dr.
Kharazishvili was pleased with the level

of knowledge of students, in particular,
Georgian students as well as with the
relationship between students and
teachers. “We witnessed that ATC is
truly a big family.”

Lango Kamkia was impressed by
the holistic and practical approach in the
teaching process, the student and his/
her knowledge being the basic interest
in this system. Mr. Kamkia as well as
Dr. Avtandil Lapachi also mentioned the
importance of independent work the
ATC students are accustomed to do in
their everyday learning process.

In addition to the classes attended,
the group of Georgian professors were
given presentations by Dr. Dunn, ATC
Faculty, Georgian students and by a
mixed group of students. The presen-
tations were very informative and moti-
vating and covered the structure and
curriculum of ATC, research and intern-
ship activities as well as the social life
of the students.

The Georgian colleagues shared
similar views together with their enthu-
siasm with the Vice Rector of the State
Agrarian University of Armenia (SAUA)
Yuri Marmaryan and the Dean of the
Economics Department Levon
Margaryan. It was not only an exchange
of mutual respect and good wishes be-
tween friends but also, more importantly,
an exchange of concrete ideas for fur-
ther collaboration. Dr. Marmaryan and
Dr. Margaryan provided an update on
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the current situation with SAUA and on
the role of ATC in the entire system of
the university . The following facts are
some of the data that impressed the
Georgian friends most of all. As a re-
sult of the new policy carried out by the
university's administration in the recent
years the share of students from rural
areas make 55-70% in different depart-

ments of SAUA. The university, in as-
sociation with the World Bank, pub-
lishes 20-30 research books every year.
The international research magazine
published by the State Agrarian Univer-
sity of Armenia interested the Georgian
professors. They were pleased to have
the Vice Rector’s invitation to submit
research articles to the SAUA maga-
zine. “We need to rush to the progress,”
Dr. Marmaryan said, “We need to fill the
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gap between the generations with these
modern publications before we succeed
to prepare the next generation of teach-
ers with new skills and mentality.”

Dr. Marmaryan was very precise
in evaluating the role of ATC in the over-
all Armenian and Caucasus higher edu-
cation system. “ATC students are not
better than the rest of the students in
the university,” the Vice Rector
said, “The advantage of study-
ing at ATC is the environment
created by Dr. Dunn and the rest
of the faculty and staff, in which
the students work more than the
professors do. This is what 3
makes ATC a wonderful joint
program with Texas A&M Univer-
sity.” According to Dr.
Marmaryan, the competitive ad-
vantage that ATC graduates
have in the Armenian job mar-
ket is that, in addition to their modern
knowledge, they easily function in En-
glish and have good communication and
computer skills as compared with oth-
ers.

Georgian and Armenian profes-
sors expressed the hope that the educa-
tion reforms underway in the higher edu-
cation systems of both countries will gra-
dually create favorable environment for
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both universities to adopt the approach-
es that ATC uses and be as successful.
Dr. Dunn handed out certificates
of participation to the Georgian profes-
sors for their active and interested par-
ticipation as well as certificates of as-
sistance to Demna and Arsen for their
excellent work in organizing the trip.
The “Georgian days” at ATC were

successful in terms of demonstrating
our Georgian colleagues the US edu-
cation practices. As the Georgian col-
leagues stated, no need to go to the US
to learn these practices when the US
system functions soundly here in the
Caucasus. In addition, the workshop
was another good opportunity for devel-
oping further cooperation between the
two sister-universities. Q
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Rector Urushadze Met with Georgian Students at ATC

By Giorgi Ivanashvili
ATC 4

The Rector of the Georgian State
Agricultural University (GSAU) Gizo
Urushadze visited the State Agrarian
University of Armenia (SAUA) in early
November to participate in the Annual
International Scientific Conference or-
ganized by SAUA. During his stay here
in Yerevan, Dr. Urushadze visited with
us, the ATC Georgian students. Being
ATC students, we are at the same time
students of GSAU and we were happy
to see our rector.

Our meeting with Rector
Urushadze was both warm and useful.

We discussed various issues on our
education at ATC and GSAU future
plans. The Rector updated on the new
projects and ideas on shifting to west-
ern teaching methods at the Georgian
Agricultural University. According to Dr.
Urushadze, they will start this process
by inviting more high qualified special-
ists to fill faculties with young and skilled
professionals and by providing trainings
for the existing professors.

Rector Urushadze spoke highly of
the level of education provided by ATC.
He said they will continue sending se-
lected students from Thilisi and Batumi
to Yerevan to get this western educa-

tion within the Caucasus region. “Many
people back in Thilisi know that you are
studying at ATC,” Rector said, “And they
know that this institute is a place where
everyone has a chance to receive good
education in agribusiness.” According
to Dr. Urushadze, the perspective of
continuing their study here at ATC is a
serious incentive for many students in
Thilisi to work hard and do their best to
be selected. “Therefore, we are going
to continue this wonderful project with
our American and Armenian friends,”

Continued on page 4
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Rector Urushadze said.

In turn, we informed our rector that
we feel home here in Armenia. ATC has
provided every possibility and favorable
learning environment for us to study well
and become professionals in
agribusiness. We are convinced that we
will become leaders in the growing
Georgian agribusiness like the ATC
Georgian graduates of 2003 and 2005
did.

Our meeting with Dr. Urushadze
lasted only 20 minutes but those were
important 20 minutes and overwhelmed
with information and, why not, good
emotions. Upon leaving, Dr. Urushadze
thanked Dr. Daniel Dunn for doing so
much for Georgian students. Q

ATC Students Use Real Experiences
to Learn Public Speaking

By Pam Karg

Practice, prac-
tice, practice. That
phrase has become
the mantra of the
third-year students enrolled in ATC'’s
Public Speaking class. And they're do-
ing just that through a combination of
academic lessons and real-life experi-
ences.

From the course book entitled
“The Art of Public Speaking,” students
are learning the techniques to prepare
and deliver speeches. They can easily
recite the types of speeches — informa-
tive, persuasive and entertaining — and
they can explain why speaking up is
important in a free and open society.
They know how to prepare before de-
livering a speech and how to get over
one’s fears while standing before a
crowd.
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Yet, the students are pushed ev-
ery week to go beyond the book to ac-
tually stand and deliver. It allows the stu-
dents to put into action what they've
learned from the book. The results are
that the students have improved their
English-speaking skills, their abilities to
give well-organized speeches and con-
quered some of their public-speaking
fears.

How does it work? Practice, prac-
tice, practice, the students explain.

On several occasions, they served
as interpreters for their families when
English-speaking people visit. In the
process, the students expanded their
vocabulary by finding other words to
explain the original word they tried to
use. The students attended an informa-
tion fair organized by the Peace Corps

Pam Karg, a volunteer from UMCOR, joined ATC in
September to teach Public Speaking. Her professional-
ism, enthusiasm and great personality made her the
best friend of her students within a short time.

of America. At the event, the students
talked with native-English-speaking rep-
resentatives from non-governmental or-
ganizations working in Armenia. They
needed to find more information about
the NGOs in preparation for group pre-
sentations in class. Several decided to
donate a few hours to working with Habi-
tat for Humanity Armenia at a house,
while others are contemplating volun-
teering with the Red Cross to work with
small children in English-speaking situ-
ations. Sometimes, students create
their own practice sessions spending a
few hours in a cafe drinking coffee and
speaking English only.

Yet, it's the zany classroom exer-
cises that students enjoy — and even
dread. Every 10 days or so, students
must stand up to speak for a full minute
or more. The extemporaneous situation
means thinking on their feet,
using the skills they've studied,
practicing their English and
being creative. The topics vary
from paint or shoes to life in
Georgia or why they find some-
thing very important. They did
role-playing in small groups.

They've delivered “how
to” speeches, too. The students
selected their favorite hobby or
a personal interest to explain,
step by step, how the audience
also could do it. The demon-
strations included how to make
cappuccino, crochet a handbag from
plastic bags, apply a bandage, bake a
cake, fold paper into flowers and more.

However, ask the students what
their favorite exercise has been and
they'll likely say it was the day they had
to roll up some newspapers and bang
them on the table while they spoke
loudly and expressively about any topic
they wanted. It was hard for some to
“let their hair down” especially since they
felt they should be angry at something
to elicit more depth to the emotions in
the speeches. Afterwards, though, they
learned that emotions come in many
forms and that the exercise was just an-
other example of how they could prac-
tice, practice, practice to become exper-
ienced, engaging public speakers. Q
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Lake Sevan: Economy
and Emotions

By Gaga Nikabadze
Nodari Pudkaradze
ATC 4

The beginning of the Environ-
mental Protection course was difficult
for us to understand. Thanks to our
teacher Astghine Pasoyan it became
one of the most favorites for the major-

ity of us, e
lectures
on and
field trip

to Lake
g Sevan
being the
crown of this course. The trip included
also a visit to the Sevan National Park.
Needless to say, the trip was very inter-
esting and informative.

Lake Sevan issue is the major en-
vironmental issue in Armenia. Sevan,
one of the world’s largest alpine lakes,
has a major hydrological role in the
country. The Lake has been doing much
for Armenia. Now Armenian environ-
mentalists set forth the question what
Armenia is doing for the Lake. We were

seeking to find an answer to this ques-
tion during our trip, which was two-
folded: we visited “with” the Lake itself,
the Sevan National Park, and the Sevan
Museum.

Visiting with the Lake is not a mis-
print; we, the Georgian students, felt this
personalized outlook of Armenians to-
wards Lake Sevan. Moreover, we felt
why Armenians warmly call Sevan a
sea. It is not only because Armenia is
land-locked and Sevan is the largest
water source for the country. Apart from
economic, Sevan has also an emotional
value for Armenians.

Michael Voskanov, the Ex-Direc-
tor of the National Park, helped us com-
prehend Sevan from both angles. He

Continued from page 5
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provided a great deal of information
about how Sevan’s watershed and the
quality of water were changed over the
last 25 years. According to “Uncle
Misha”, Lake Sevan hosts three fami-
lies: salmonids, coregonids, and
cyprinds. Trout, the famous Ishkhan of
Sevan has a unique taste and demand
for this fish is very high. Over the re-
cent 20 years the number of Trout in
Sevan decreased dramatically. Lake
Sevan is also famous for its Siga, which
is popular in the entire Caucasus region.

Sevan National Park is unique for
its geographical location, inarguable
beauty, and rare cultivars, some of
which are, unfortunately, under the
threat of disappearance. And the mu-
seum in the town of Sevan is another
precious source of information not only
about Lake Sevan but also about the
history of Armenia.

Let us repeat that Sevan has eco-
nomic and emotional value for Arme-
nians. And let us add: now — for ATC
Georgian students also.

ATC Chess Tournament

By Gia Lominadze
ATCA4

Part of our social life are different
competitions and tournaments fre-
quently held in ATC. Participants enjoy
these events (winners enjoy prizes be-
sides).

On November 19, an interesting
chess tournament was held with 8 stu-
dents participating. ATC staff members
were pleased to attend the tournament
and follow the games. After the first
round four players remained. The sec-
ond round revealed the best two. The
challenge for the first place was met by
David Babayan and the author of this
article. David succeeded and | had to
be contented with the second place.
Haykaz Danielyan ranked third.

The ATC Cup went to David
Babayan. Dr. Dunn delivered the trophy
and welcomed the participants.

I would like to add that this kind of
competition is not just games and en-
tertainment. Chess, in particular, helps
us improve our minds. My opinion is that
this kind of tournament should be held
more often in ATC. O
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