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Renovation Underway

By Gaga NIKABADZE,ATC 4
Ani BEZHANISHVILI,ATC 3

The Agribusiness Teaching Center is our
second family. This does not sound strange for
all of us, Armenians and Georgians. After enter-
ing this university we realize the importance of
western type education, which provides good
knowledge at the classes and good experience
during our internships. We understand that only
good education can help us help our countries.

The quality of education depends not only on the curriculum
and teaching methods. The learning environment is also very im-
portant. This is why the ATC management always pays a serious
attention to the development of ATC facilities. The renovation of the
fifth floor is an excellent example.

The construction started in November 2005 when Hovnar LLC
finally won the competition announced by ATC. It was preceded by
the decision of the Armenian State Agrarian University’'s manage-
ment to provide an appropriate space to expand ATC facilities and
develop the university at large. The constructors are doing a good
job and renovation will be complete by the end of this semester.
The fifth floor will have office spaces for the faculty, a conference
room, a large computer lab and other amenities. We hope to hold
many different social activities in the conference room in addition to
faculty meetings. We will now have a better place to meet also our
guests from the business sector. And the new computer lab will be
much larger and hopefully equipped with brand new computers to
meet our today’s needs.

We are convinced that the new space will positively impact
our success as ATC students. This is one more reason for us to say
thank you to our Director, our teachers, ASAU management as well
as our patrons for their persistent efforts in improving the quality of
our education here at ATC. Q

UNLY-h Gnp hwplwpwdhlp
Ququw Uhlwpwdtb , UNLY 4
UGh PtdwGhadprh , UNLy 3

UgnnphqGGuh niuntgiwb YGGinpnGp
ubp Gpypnpn pGunwGhpG t: Uju dhwnpp
wuibbLhG wmwpophlwy sk 0Gq™ hwjtiphu nu
JpwghGtphu hwiwp: UNLY plnniGybineg
Jwps dwiwlwy wbg wpnbl hwuluwgwlp
wpldwnjwlb  Yppwlwb hwdwlwpgh
wnwytntpjntGbtpp, npb wwwhnyned £ pwy
ghwnbhplbp fuwpwbnid L thnpd” ypwlnhlwh pbpwgpntd:
UNLY-ncd oEGp hwuwgwlbp, np 0hwyb (wy Yppnipjntlp Yupnn
L 0biq oqlb|” oqlLnL 0bp GpypGephG:

Uppnipjwl npwyp Ywhudwé bt ng dhwjl niuntdGulywb
Wwbabphg nL ntunitgdw b dEpnnbGphg: Nunitgdw b dhowyw)pp
GnijOwbu 2wwn Ywnpunp £ UNLY-h nGYwdwpnipynilp (nipo
nipwnpnipinil b nupélnid  pGGpwjhG hwpdwpnigjnlGGbph
pwnbwydwb fulnphG: IpGabpnpn hwpyh yGpwlwnenignidp
upw wrhwywwnsjwa k:

ChGwpwpnipyntlp ulyuybg 2005 p. GnjGdpkphG, Gpp
3ndlwp UNC-0 hwnptig UNLY-h hwjnwpwpwé 2hGuwpwpwyub
dpgnypntd: UGonepin, upwb Guiunpntp tp 3MUI rGYwnpwwnh
wwwnpwunwwd Yepwptpdnibpp® UNLY-h qupqugiwl no
plnwpdwlydwl hwiwp Wwnpwd nwpwédp npwdwnpbpnt
hwpgntd:

ChGwpwnpbbtpl wpwag L npwjw] w2luwwnwbp GG
uwwpnid, npp Judwpunygh dhGsk Yhuwdjwlhh dbipg:
3hGabpnpn hwpyned Y ph06G nwuwfunubGbph ubGywybbpn,
dnnnyGtph upwhp, Gnp nt pGnwpdwy hwdwlwpgswjha
lwpnpwwnphwb b wyp hwpdwpnipyniGGtp: Intunyd Ghp,
nwuwfunuwlwb Ywagdh dnnnybbphg quu, upwhnid Gwl
nwnpbp dhongwnnidbbp Yhpwlwbwgybl: Pwugh wyn, dtGp
hhdw wwwwd ntin YntGGGwbp phgnbtuh ninpwnph dbn
hjnLpGphG pGnniGGnt hwdwp: puly hwdwluwpqswjhb Gnp
Lwpnpwwinphw, hnwunyd GOp, dntnp Ygnpétibp Gnp hwdw-
YwpahsGbph welw)nipjwdp:

Swinqywé tlp, np Gnp
nwpwépp npulwbnpbb Yud-
npwnwnlw GGp ntudwGp:
Niptdh, dGhp nbGOp Lu dGY
wwwdwn Utp wnbontLha,
nwuwfunulbph, 3IMU3
nGywjwpnipjwbn, hGswbu
Owl dGp hnqwbOwynnpbtphb
20nphwlwinipyntl hwjn GG ne
npwljwy Yppnipjnil unw-
Guwpnt hwdwp hptbg Gepnpwoé
hGnbnnwyw pwhptiph
hwiwp: O
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UNLY-h wwwdnepnilhg. 2000 p.

Swjwywb gynunuunlbnbuwlwl wlywnbdihwba (2005 p.
Jopwlijwljwséd Swjwunwbh wbnwlwb wqpwpwihG
hwiwpuwpwa), UUL gjninnbywpunwdbbtnh UwpybunhbGgh
wowlygnipjwl dpwahpp L SGuwuh A&M hwdwjuwpwbp
hwdiwwnbn dwyb| 66 wgpnphqltuh wywnGdihwlwb dpwaqhp’
Swjwunwbnid hpwlwbwglbnt hwdwp: Spwahpp uyuytig 2000
p. ubiwywntdptph:

NGGhG NYwhp, AnG Lhprup, Untuwblbw UGdnidjwlp b
dwpnuwb Neneinjwbp wnwebnpntghl ng nynuphG wyl nenhG, npp
hGwmwquwjntd  hwbqbgptg UNL4-h hwonnnipjwp:
Lwhiwwwunpwunwwl wfuwnmwbpbbpp GGpwenid EhG
gjninwywnbihwynid hwnwgywdéd hwplwpwdbh 2GGph
yGpwbnpngnidp, nuunudbwlwb  wwGh  dowynedn,
hwiwlwpqswjhlG |(wpnpwwnphwjh gnpéwpyntip L
nwuwfunulGtph hwwpwaqpniip: Gppnpn L snppnpn Ynepubiph
ntuwlnnGGph hwiwp Gwpiwwnbujwéd nruwywbb no
nwuwjwlniwbd YJwenigywoépp hhoGwé ktp Sbfuwuh A&M
hwiwpuwpwbh gjninunbnbuwlwlb nbGunbuwghnnipjwh
hwiwwwwnwufuwb é6pwaph L 3wjywlywb gyninunbnbuwywb
wlwntihwih nuwwbh nt wpwpywjwlwb spwaptiph tnwpptph
Jpw: Opwaghpp Gywuwwy Ep hGnwwlnnid ywwnpwuwnb
Uwulbwaqbunbbp wopnwwntlOwiht hwdwihph dGrGwnynipjnil-
GGpnud wnwowwnwp wwwnnbbbp qpuntglbnt hwdwp:

OpwaqphG dwulwygbint gwGyntpjnih nitlGtgnn 76
ntuwlnnbtphg wnwohb thnipntd pGunpdtghG 40-p, ndpbp
dwulwygbghl winwlp gninuywntipwinid UUL 61 UUOS-h
Juqiwybpwywé whqbptGh Gpywiujw nwupbpwghl, nphg htnn
plnwaklp 26-0 pGunpytght UNLY-nid unynpbipnt hwidwn: UnwohG
nwuwfunulbpb thG MwOhb] Mwhp, EdGpunG Pwpp, tGnpno
Uwpbuwnhyp, Qujwlt Yyniptinwbp L Nnqiwph YG60bghw Ga:

2000 p. ubwywbdiptiph 4-hG wnbnh niGgwy UNLY-h
hwlnhuwynp pwgnidp, nphG Jdwulwlgnid tha 33
gjninwunlwmbunipjwl wrwohl thnfuGwhuwpwnp Uwdygb
Uytwnhujwln, 33-ntd UUL nGuwwb Uwjp LGAnGp, 33U nGlYwnnp
Uppwinyu Pwpybpnywbp, UUL G0 UUD-h" wnwpbinipjniGh
wywpunwd b Gnpwbwlwly nboptGGtn Phy UhpbpG no nbjq
hGpwhqbpp: Yuwwb LGAnGG hp funupnud Yuplnptg UNLU-h nbipp
Swjwuwnwbnid  gyninwunlbunbunipjwlb L waqpnphqlbup
qunpqugiwl pnhwbnip hwdwwnbpuwnned: Lw UNLY-h wnwehh
26 ntuwlnnGtphG hnpnnpbg wywnbdhwwl nwupGpwgh L
gnpsGwlwh qhwbhpGiph hwdwnpdwl pGaébnwé
hGwpwynpnipjntGld  oquwagnnpoétp ubthwlwb Gpyph
gninwiinbGunbuncpjwl L wgpnphqbtiuh qupqugiwb Guwwnwyny:
Muwnpnb Puwpybpnywbp Gnp YGGupnGG wldwlbg «UUL
gjninnbywpunwitlnh Iwjwunmwinid hpwlwlwgpwé
ghnwyppwlwb L funphpnwundwywb pGnyph wdpnng
odwlnwynipjwl pwql nL wuwyp»:

Fhy Uhrtipp, epbjg PGPwbgbpp L 2nbG Uhprup
JuunwhnipjniG hwjinGbghG, np Yppwywl wyu Gnp dhwynph
wwwaw 2ppwlwdwnuinbbpp pwpédp npwlwynpned nilGbgnn
wapnphqOtuh dwulwgqbwnbtp Y hGEG L hpkhg Guwlwywihg nbpp
YntGbOwh qupqugnn waqpnphqltiuh plwqwywnnid: b nbw,
UNLYy-p nwpdwy Php UhGpp Lo 86y hngquywyp, dwpn, nph
nwqiwdwpwlwb nbGujwlwbp pnij nybg hGunmwaquwjnid
hwonnnipjniGGbph hwulbp UUL 91 UUOD-h hpwlwlwgpwé
pwqiwphy 6pwagnpbpnid:

«UgnnphqlGuh pwlwiwdph wunhdwbp Ghpwnpnid k
phaltiuh wjlwhuh uygpnilplbiph 2Gnwnpnidp, hGswhuhp GG
dhGwbubbpp, 2ntyuwyjwpwbnepynclp, uwnwywpnidp L gnpdwpwn
dtnineénipynilpy»,- wuwg UUL @1 UUS-h Yppwlwb Spwantiph
q6ny Ywnwywphs L UNLY-h wrwohl inbopkb M0hG) Ywlp: Lw
Gpbg, np hwjwuwnwbywh gjnindptipph wpunwhwGdw G0wnynn
htnwGlywnpGtph hbwn gniquwhbnwpwn wénwd £ wgpnphqbbup
Ywnwywphsbbph ywhwop, npnlg wwwnpwuwndwaa b Yynswsé
Ugnnphqltuh ntuntgdwG YEGunpnGp:

Ppwnwpénipnilp (wjGnpba nruwpwOybg hwywunwbywb
Lpwwnydwihpngbbpny: O
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From the History of ATC: 2000

The Armenian Agricultural Academy (renamed the Arme-
nian State Agrarian University in 2005), USDA MAP, and Texas
A&M University formed an alliance to develop an academic pro-
gram in agribusiness in Armenia. An undergraduate agribusiness
program in Esnglish was proposed to conduct in fall 2000.

Daniel Dunn, John Nichols, Susanna Mezhlumyan, and
Vardan Urutyan led the difficult way to the future success of the
Agribusiness Teaching Center. The preparatory works included
renovation works, curriculum development, classroom design and

computer laboratory equipped with computers, hiring and training
teachers. The program was designed for the third and fourth years,
and the curriculum and learning structure was developed based
on the program of the agricultural economics department of Texas
A&M University including also elements of the Armenian Agricul-
tural Academy’s curriculum and learning structure. The program
aimed to produce graduates to work in managerial positions in
food and agriculture system. It was proposed to involve students
from rural areas in the program, and scholarships to the advanced
students.

From 76 applicants wishing to join the program, 40 were
selected. A two-month English course was designed for them and
only 26 were selected to go to the degree program. Daniel Dunn,

— )

Emerson Babb, Andrew Metestic, Gayane Kyureghyan, and Rose-
mary Veneziale were selected as faculty for the agribusiness pro-
gram.

September 4, 2000 was the day of the opening of the
Agribusiness Teaching Center with the RA First Deputy Minister
of Agriculture Samvel Avetisyan, U.S. Ambassador to Armenia
Michael Lemmon, AAA Rector Arshaluys Tarverdyan, outgoing and
newly appointed Directors of USDA MAP Bill Miller and Craig
Infanger participating. Ambassador Lemmon stressed the signifi-

Continued on page 3
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cance of ATC in the overall context of the agricultural develop-
ment in Armenia. Ambassador Lemmon challenged the first 26
ATC students to use this unique opportunity of combining the aca-
demic classes and practical knowledge provided by the new cur-
riculum for creating the future of the Armenian agriculture and
agribusiness. Rector Tarverdyan named the new Center “the peak
of the entire USDA assistance in research, education and exten-
sion areas”.

The outgoing and incoming Directors of USDA MAP Bill Miller
and Craig Infanger as well as Dr. John Nichols of Texas A&M Uni-
versity welcomed the opening of the Agribusiness Teaching Cen-
ter. They expressed confidence that the future graduates of this
new unit with a status of an AAA department will be highly quali-

fied agribusiness specialists who will play a significant role in the
growing Armenian agribusiness. ATC became another spiritual
child for Bill Miller whose strategic vision led to many critical ac-
complishments within USDA MAP program.

“Agribusiness bachelor’s degree implies highlighting prin-
ciples of business like finance, marketing, management, and busi-
ness analysis on the basis of general knowledge,” said USDA
MAP Education Program Manager Daniel Dunn. He said this de-
gree prepares the graduates for managerial positions in
agribusiness enterprises. Along with the visible growth in export
opportunities for Armenian agricultural products, the need for
agribusiness managers is simultaneously increasing.

The event was largely covered by Armenian media. Q

Collaboration Perspectives
with ESSEC

Vardan Urutyan, ICARE Deputy Director and Teacher of Prin-
ciples of Finance and Financial Analysis spent two weeks in
ESSEC Business School in France in January through an Indi-
vidual Mobility Grant.

“One of the objectives of my trip was to revise, update and
develop new course programs in Finance and Entrepreneurship
for the students in Agribusiness major”, said Dr. Urutyan upon his
return, “I worked with professors who were teaching subjects close
to what I teach in Armenia.”

Some of the courses followed were “Corporate Finance”,
“Finance Refresher”, “Theory of Corporate Finance”, “Corporate
Finance: Mergers and Acquisitions”, “Agri-Food Commodity Mar-
kets”, “Development of Business Plan”, and others. He established
solid academic contacts with the ESSEC'’s International Agri-food
Management Institute and with the Department of Finance. He
also established good research contacts with the Chair for Excel-
lence in European Food Chain. He discussed possibilities and
aspects of future collaboration with them.

Based on syllabuses and course outlines used at ESSEC,
Dr. Urutyan updated his syllabuses in “Corporate Finance”, “Fi-
nancial Management” and “Agribusiness Entrepreneurship”
courses, which he teaches at ATC.

The ESSEC Business School and IMIA in particular is rec-

ognized as a center of excellence in international agri-food and
agribusiness education. It offers training, research and network
facilitation services to the local and international players in agri-
food system. “Our institutional cooperation will be very useful in
our further progress and achievements,” Vardan said. In turn, he
welcomed the interest from ESSEC professors in teaching and
carrying out research activities in Armenia. One of the interesting
suggestions was from Julien Morel, Executive Director of the
ESSEC Ventures: any student or group of students from ATC com-
pleting the entrepreneurship courses, demonstrating strong moti-

Continued on page 4

QnpéwlgnLpjw
htnwOywpbtp ESSEC-h htinn

U3uUY thnfunGoptb L UNLU-h dhGwbubbph L $hlGwbuw-
Jwb dJbpnidnipjwl nwuwfunu dwpnwG Atencinjwlp
wlhwwnwywb npwdwbnphh dhongny hniGywp wiuhb wygb|bg
Spwluhwjh ESSEC phqltuh nwnng:

«hd ninunpnipjwb Gywwnwybbphg dGYp $hbwbubtpp L
atinOtiptignipyjwb dpwagptph Yybpwlwynidp, pwpdwgnidp L Gnp
nwuplpwgh dwyncdb thG™ wapnphqlbiu dwulwghwnipjw
2nowlwybbpny, - wuwg wynb Neeniinjwlp,- Gu wfuwwnnid th
w)b nwuwfunubbph htw, nud nwuwywlnwdé wpwplwbbpp dnn
60 UNLY-nd hd nwuwdwlnwé wnwnywbbnhby:

Owlnpwlwiny «Unpwnpwinhy $hGwbubtip», DhlGwbuw-
YwG ghinbhpGtph GEpwoénip)niby, «Unpwnpwnhy $hGwbulbpp
nbGunipyntlb», «Ugpnuwntbwihlt wwpwbpbbph 2nitywbbnp»,
«Gnpéwpwnp wwbbbph dwyntd» L wyp nwupbGpwglbbiph,
Nieniinjwlp wywnbdhwywb (nipe yuwwbp hwuwnmwinbg ESSEC-
h UgpnuuwnbGuwjhb yunwywniwb dhowqqwyihb hGuinhwnniinh L
Shlwluwywb nbwywpunwitbnmph htwn: Lw Gwb gnpshwlwh
hGunwgnunwywb Yuwwbp £ hwunwnb) «5ypnuyywyub wwntbwha
2npwjh hGwnwgnunipyntGGbph wdphnbh htwn® pGGwpybny
wwwaqw gnpdwygnipjwl hwpgbp: ESSEC-h wnwplwjwlwh
onpwapbiph hhdwb ypw nnywn. Neeneinywbb wpnbb pwpdwgnt k
hp Unpwnpwwnhy $hGwbubtp, dDhlwluwlywb Yurwywpned b
Ugnnphqltiup dGnbtiptignipyntd wnwnplwtinh dpwantipp:

Cuwn dwpnwb Neninjwbh, ESSEC-h phqlbu nwpngp b
Gwulwynpwuwbtiu IMIA-G wannwwnGOwjhG L wapnphqbtuh
Yppnpjwl dwlwsywd vhowqquihlb YaGuipnGGtphg GG: Ywbp
hpwuiglncd G0 ntuncgdw G, hinwgnuninepyntGGtiph L gnpéwyguw-
JhG gwlgh qupqugiwl dwnwjnipjntGGEp wgpnuwnbGw)hG
hwiwhph nGnwywb L dhpwgqujhb unipjGlnGtph htGwn: «Utp
hGuinhwnighnGw gnpdwygnipjnilp 2w oguwlwnp Y hGh
wwwqw wrwoplpwgh L Gwantilbph wenidny»,- wuwg
Jwpnuwlp: Lw nnonilGtg ESSEC-h nwuwfunultph whwaqpqgn-
qwénipynilGp® hptiGg hbpphG UNLYU-nid nwuwdwlniwb L
hGunwgnunwwl wfuwnwbpbbp hpwywlwgbbint hwpgnty:
SGwnwppppwlywl wnwywnpyltiphg vtyh htnhGwyp ESSEC
dtlspgh qnpéwnhp wbopklb dniybtb Unpb 0 Ep. UNLY-p°
abtnGtiptignipjwl nwuplpwgl wywpunwd nplt ntuwlnn Ywd
ntuwlnnlGbph funudp, ndpbp pGutpnipiniG hhdGbpne (nLpe
2wpdwnrhplbp L |ntpp gwbynepyntl nilGhG, Yupnn GG nhabg
dtlspgh phqlbu hGynipwwnnphb® GEpljuwjwglbing wywwnpwd
qnpéwpwp hwjwn: hGyncpwinnph ypndtupnlw| wfuwnwywg-
thg Gpwlp Yunwlwh depnnupwlwlwi L ugiwybpwyswywh
pGnyph wowlgnipynth: «Gwnédnd G4, uw Gwb hGuinhunnighnGw
wnniiny 066 wanbgnipintd Y4niGGOw L Yowwuwnh UNLU-nLd
atinGtpbgnipjwl plGwqwywrh Yppnipjwl hbGunwqu
qupgugiwlp»,~-wuwg dwpnwlp:

Nieniinjwbh Ywpshpny, wihwwnwlwb npwdwGnphGbpp
(IMG) 6pwaghpp nwuwfunuwwb Yuqih ypndtuhnlw| wsdh
hwiwn oquuwywn L pwpdpwndtip |6wy t: «Uju ninlinpnipjnllGa
hG& oqltig ny 0hw)l wpnhwlwlwglbint «dhGwbubbp L
atinOtiptignipyntl» nwuplpwgh dpwahpp, wyll hd hwuwnwnnt-
pjwl’ UNLY-h, hwdwp &bnp pbipt wywnbdhwywh L hGnwgnunw-
Yuwl wfuwinwbplbph gony hwiwagnpdwygnipjwb Gnp nunhGep®
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Continued from page 1

vation, and having a real desire to create a company can contact
the Ventures Incubator and submit a sound proposal. They will
receive methodological and logistical support from the incubator’s
professional staff. “I think this will also have a high institutional
impact and will further develop the Entrepreneurship Education at
ATC,” Vardan said.

He considers IMG as a useful and precious tool for profes-
sional development of faculty. “This IMG visit helped me not only
modernize my course outlines in Finance and Entrepreneurship
but also gave my institution, ATC, an opportunity to establish aca-
demic and research contacts with a realistic perspective to meet
educational and development challenges head on,” Dr. Urutyan
stated.

Vardan expressed his true gratitude to the European Com-
mission/European Training Foundation and the TEMPUS program
for providing this opportunity to visit ESSEC Business School. He
extends special thanks to the Department of Finance and ESSEC
IMIA, in particular, to Dr. Francis Declerck, for providing excellent
working environment. O

4

wnwohyw Yppwlwb L qupqugiwl dwpunwhpwybpbtphb
plnwnwy qwint hpwnbuwlwb hGnwbywnpny»,-Gytg Ywpnwh
Ninntinjwlp: Lw hp GpwfunnwaghwnnepyntGlG wpwnwhwjnbg
Gypwhwbdbwdnnnyh Gypnwywlwb ntuntgdwb hhdGwnpwdhb b
SGUMNLU dpwaqphG” ESSEC-h phqlbuh nwpng wjghbnt
hGwpwynpnipjwl hwiwn: O

AT C SudentsVisit Orphanage

by Zhanna GRIGORYAN, ATC 3

Photos cortesy Pamela J. Karg, Individual
Volunteer in Mission at UMCOR-Armenia
and ATC teacher

At the beginning of February, Agribusiness Teaching Cen-
ter students visited Special Kindergarten Orphanage in Yerevan.
The idea for the visit grew out of coursework 3rd year students did
in their Public Speaking class during the fall semester. They were
assigned to do informative speeches on various NGOs, operating
in the South Caucasus. Those organizations included UMCOR
and its micro-lending program AREGAK, Habitat for Humanity Ar-
menia, Heifer Project International South Caucasus, and others.
After learning about what others are doing to help the region’s
countries through their transitions to become free and open soci-
eties, the students decided to do something, too.

A few students spent a day helping lay a floor at a HFHA

house and distributing UMCOR school, hygiene, and sewing kits
to the families. Another student attended HPI training to prepare
to become a volunteer, when she returns to her native Republic of
Georgia this summer. Then we, the 3rd year students, decided to
go to an orphanage, and some 4th year students joined in the
day. The Special Kindergarten Orphanage was a very comfort-
able place where children can live and learn. We decided to buy
clothes, candies, some toys and some vertical blinds to continue
building renovations. ATC students donated money during De-
cember, and several students also donated toys to give to chil-

Continued on page 5

UNLY-h nLuwGnnGbpG
wjgbinud G0 dwbGlywuwnndh

dwllGw Qppgnywl, UMNLy 3
LniuwGluwpGbpp® Mwadbjw Pwpgh

Otwnpdwph uygphlb UNLY-h nruwlnn-
1 b0 wygbbghG bpluwGh hwnntl Swaywuwwn-
wnbg-dwbywwnnib: Ujgtknipjwl qunwthwnp
6GyL tp 3-pn Ynipunid pwlwfununipyw
4 nwuwfununipjwl dwiwbwy: Lpwlp wnwow-
! npwlp thG uwmwgb| Ginyplbp niObOw
Swpwdwjhb Undywuntd gnpénn hwuwpw-
Juwywl JwgiwybpwnipyntGbGtph dwuhG:
hdwlwnd UULNNP-h, ytipphGhu JwnpywjhG
6pwahpb hpwywbwglbnn UNEAUY hwowlwngh L wyp IU-GEpp
whgnidwjhlG thnigntd qunbGynn GpypGtphG gnigwpbpwé
oqlnipjwl dwuhl, ntuwlnnbbpp npntighG hGpGapG EL hGs-np
pwlny omqwlwnp hGGL hptGg GpypGephG® Iwjwuwnwbhb L
dpwunwbhG:

Uh pwGh ntuwGnnGbp by op wOglwgphl® wwwnpwuwnbiny
HFHA-h Junnigwéd nmwlb hwwnwyp L UURLAN-h wpwiwnpwd
nwnpngwywl, hhghtiwjh L upndbh wwpwquwlbpp dh 2wnp
pGunwbhplbph pwdwlbiny: NtuwbnnlGbphg dbyp hwidwfubkg
36)$tip dhowqquihl Ywgiwybpwnipjwl niunignnuywl nwu-
pGpwghl, npinbin unynptig, pb hOswbu GO nwrGnd wdwynn,
pwbh np dwnnwnhp Ewrwohlw wdwndw plpwgpntd udwynpw-
Jwh gnpéncbbinignild dwywitp hp hwyptbh dpwunwlnid: huy
whw GppnpnynipubighlGtipp npntighl wygbii b dwalywwnnch:

UwGywuwnnil wygktint opp dtq thwgwl Gwl dh pwGh
snppnpnyncputighGbip: bnpph hwwnniy dwGlwwmwGp, npintin UGGp
wjgbiltghlp, GpbfuwGbph Gwpbnt L undnptnt hwdwp hwp-
Uwpwybn ywjdwbbbp G0 unbnéyws: UNLY-h ntuwlnnGtpp
Gpwlg hwdwp qbbghl hwgniuwn, fuwnwihplbp, hpnopwybnka,
hGswbu Owb ninnwhwjwg 26pnwywpwaneplbp: Ybnlu nby-
wbdpbphG UNLY-h ntuwGnnGtpp npwd b fuwnwihpltip th hwyw-
pb bwllywwnwb Gpbluwbbph hwdwn: Pwgh wyn, nuwlnnlGbpp
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dren. In addition, we used the money donated by Marcia Evans
and Faith United Methodist Church in Ft. Myers, Florida. Ms. Evans
served as an Individual Volunteer in Mission (IVIM) at UMCOR’s
AREGAK program in Yerevan, during which she also befriended
many ATC students. When Evans left Armenia, she then served 7
weeks as a volunteer at a youth house in Thilisi, Georgia, before
returning home to America.

The children were very happy seeing us. There are approxi-
mately 82 children at this orphanage. There are no children older
than 9 years old. The staff takes them to the theater and the circus
often. The children are brought to the orphanage for different rea-
sons. Parents have abandoned some of them. There are children
who do not have parents and, it is hard to say, there are children
whom their parents don’t even remember. We felt lucky to speak
to the children and to draw them out, making their day full of fun
and laughter. The children were very smart, beautiful, and clever.
We agreed the visit was a very big chance for us to communicate
with the children, and we have decided to visit them again be-
cause it was pleasant for both.

After bringing smiles to the children at the orphanage, we
shared in our own smiles of doing something nice for others while
eating at Pizza di Roma in the Yerevan center.

A postscript from Pam KARG

Teacher of Public Speaking and Business Management
Ethics.

This was a huge project for the students. Though most of
the money was left behind by Marcia from her Congregation as an
impetus to helping make it possible, | am proud of the large scale
organizational work the students did in accomplishing all the tasks.
But | also mean it was a huge project, because for both the Arme-
nian and the Georgian students this was perhaps the first oppor-
tunity to help complete strangers. They have so many extended
family members and friends that they have to worry about that
they rarely fathom helping anyone else. So the donation from
Marcia and her church had a double impact — it made life a little
better for the youngsters at the orphanage and it helped build
capacity within the ATC students about social responsibility (some-
thing I'm teaching this Spring semester to 4th year students in the
Business Management Ethics class.) O
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w)b wnenidnd, np npwl dwulwlgwéd pb hwjy L pb Ypwgh
ntuwlnnGGph hwdwnp uw niph06phG oqlbint pbiplu wnwohh
thnpdh Ep. sk np Gpwlp 066 pyny hwpwqunGtp no pGuGpGEP
nLGGG, ndptip oqlnipjwl Ywphp nitGGG, dhGsntn hpGGp
Juwpnnwgw YnGyptun oqlnip)ntlh gnigwptiptip dshwbqudw)h
whswlnp dwpnywbg” dwlywwnwb GpGfuwbbphG: Uuwhuny,
Uwpuhwyh L hp GYtinkgnt gnigwptipwé oqlnipynilp Ynybwyh
wqnbgnipjnth nibGbgwy’ Guwuwnbiny pb GpGluwGbph Ywbph
thnpp-hGs pwpbGiwydwbp L pb UNLY-h ntuwlnnGbph dby
ubipiwbny unghwjwlwl ywunwufuwbwwnynipjwl ggugntdip
(h nbw, wyu ptdwb GEpwnwd £ hd nwuwjwlnwé Phqltiuh
Jwrwywpiwb tphlw wnwplwyh dSpwgpnud): O

¥\
il

] /

ATC Teachers Won CRC
Competition

A group of ATC teachers, Vardges Hovhannisyan, Vardan
Urutyan, and Rafael Bakhtavoryan, participated in a competition
for a new course development announced by the Curriculum Re-
source Centre (CRC), Budapest and they won it. The new course
they intended to develop is entitled “Rural Economics and Devel-
opment Policy” and is devoted to studying the broad coverage of
versatile problems facing farmers and rural population at large. In
addition to these theoretical “farm problems” and problems of ru-
ral development, which are characteristic of rural areas in all coun-
tries, a specific focus is exerted on the particular issues embrac-
ing Rural Armenia.

As a group leader, Vardges Hovhannisyan participated in a
workshop organized by CRC. The introductory sessions of the
training were aimed to provide participants with background knowl-
edge, a repertoire of skills and practice opportunities for the im-
provement of their course design and teaching. The training also
helped participants cope with the increasing demands for profes-
sionalism and demonstration of skills and appropriate strategies
required of university faculty. In providing such training, the orga-
nizers focused on the relationship between the research and the
classroom, the content of an academic course and the various
possible methods of its delivery. In the advanced sessions of the
training they exposed the participants to some of the most rel-

UNcy-h qwuwl'unuﬁhn‘n 2whb
LG CRC-h dpgnupn

Pninuuwtnh Nruntdbwlwb wwbbtph nbuncpu YeGunpnGh
yGpotipu hwjnnwpwpwé dnpgnyph hwnpnnbtph pyncd tp UNLY-h
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qhwnbhpltp, hdnnipyniGGtp L qnpélGwlwb hGwpwynpnipynib-
Gtp® hpthg nwupGpwgltph dwliwl L nwuwwlniw
qnpéplpwgh pwpbwydwb Guywwnmwyny: Ntunignidp ogunwlwnp
Ep Gwbl pnithwlwb nwuwhunuhG Gepywjwgynn wypndtupnlwhg-
dh, hdwnnepyntlGGbph b ywwnpwd nwqiwywpnepjwb (wywagnh
npubinpiwl ywhwGebbpp pwywpwpbnt wnnidny:

Nruntgiwl Ywquwlbpwhsbbpp wnwGdbwhwunnty
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evant issues, problems and developments in higher education that
are likely to become part of their professional activity as faculty.

The preparation works will start on March 1 through August,
and the new course will be taught to the ATC students starting this
Fall and extend over December.

“The course is highly innovative,” said Dr. Hovhannisyan, “It
will benefit the ATC students
in a sense that theoretical |
knowledge will be strength-
ened by the research study
results conducted by the ATC
faculty in rural Armenia.” In
addition, the students will be
required and encouraged by
teachers to research the
needs and wants of rural
population, farmers and non-
farmers. In this process, the
students will learn by doing,
which, according to Vardges,
will prompt a meaningful and
effective education in this par-

ticular sphere. O el 1
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nwnpnipntld nwpdphb hGunwgnunwlwh L uwpwbwjhG
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USDA Faculty Exchange Program
for ASAU Teachers

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service sponsors a five-year fac-
ulty exchange program for NIS and East European countries.
Within the program, Gevorg Keshishyan and Goharik Khachatryan
of the Armenian State Agrarian University spent the fall semester
in the U.S. univerities. Another 19 faculty members from Bulgaria,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Ukraine, and other countries participated.

Mr. Keshishyan and Ms. Khachatryan took Ag Economics,
7 m Ag Marketing, Ex-

tension Educa-
tion, International
Econimics,
Macroeconimics,
Business Statis-
tics, Economet-
rics and Time
. Analysis at rela-
tively PennState
| and Colorado Uni-
versities. Goharik
and Gevorg made
a presentation on
their training for ATC students in a regular Friday seminar on Feb-
ruary 24.

They both were very pleased with the courses they took,
the new knowledge and approaches they took on while studying
in the U.S. Gevork, in particular, was very inspired with his study
at PennState. “After one semester in world known universities like
PennState and Colorado, we now understand clearly: there is so
much to change in our activity as Armenian Agricultural University
faculty,” he said, “These changes don’t only refer to curriculum
and course design, but also in our everyday teaching process.”

The ASAU teachers thanked Bill Spenser and Arndy Sioly
at Colorado and Lou Moore and Jim Dunn at PennState for their
exceptional work making their studies and stay excellent.

According to Gevorg Keshishyan, with this exchange initia-
tive, USDA FAS is providing exceptional opportunity for young uni-
versity teachers like himself to significantly improve their teaching
methods and approaches in the course of university education
reform underway in Armenia and in other post-communist coun-
tries. The many questions by ATC students proved his words. QO
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